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THE SPEAKER took the chair at 4,30
p.m.

PRAYERS.

ERECTION OF THE FRIESTMAN
DREDGE.

MR. MOLJLOY, by leave, without no-
tice, asked the Director of Public Works
whether offers had been received for the
work of erecting the Priestman dredge
lately arrived in the colony; whether the
amount it would cost by the method
adopted would not greatly exceed such
offer; whether local men were refused
employment at this work; and whether a
new arrival was taken off a steamer, he
being about to leave the colony, and given
this employment, and why this preference
was given?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Ron. H. W. Venn) replied
that an offer was received, but it was not
based on any specification, and did not
cover the placing of the machinery on
board or the fitting up, nor the painting
of the hull, anid the many larger and
smaller details required to be effected be-
fore launching. One of the persons who
made the offer referred to also tendered
for the rivetting, but his price was the
highest. It was estimated that the cost
of the whole work, carried out under
present method, would be proportionately
cheaper. No local men were refused em-
ployment if they were qualified and re-
quired. No preferencewhateverwas showna
in selecting men for this work. Offers
were received for rivettiug, and the lowest
tender was accepted; and the successful
tenderer selected as his assistant the next
lowest tenderer, who, it was understood,
had only lately arrived in the colony.

TARIFF BILL : MESSAGE FROM THE
GOVERNOR.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
presented the following Message to Mr.
Speaker from His Excellency the Gover-
nor: -"In accordance with the provisions
of Clause 67 of 'The Constitution Act,
1889,' the Governor recommends to the
Legislative Assembly a Bill intituled 'An
Act to repeal the Tariff Act, 1888, and
to make other provisions in lieu thereof,'

'for the purpose of raising the supply
granted to Her Majesty.

"1Government House, Perth, 6th Sep-
tember. 1893."

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that Mr. Speaker leave the chair,
and that the House do now resolve itself
into a committee of the whole to consider
His Excellency's Message.

Question put and passed.
fI COMMITTEE.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved the following resolution: " That
there shall, on and after the seventh day
of September, 1893, be charged upon
certain articles imported into the colony
the various duties set forth in the Schedule
of the Tariff Bill, 1893."

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported to the House, and

the report adopted.

TARIFF BILL. 1893.
Introduced by Sir JOHNq FORREST, and

read a, first time.

GRAND JURY ABOLITION ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

Read a third time, and transmaitted to
the Legislative Council.

REAL ESTATES ADMINISTRATION
BILL.

Read a third time, and returned to tbe
Legislative Council.

WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT SALE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

RECO3IMITTED.

On the Order of the Day for the third
reading of the above Bill,

Ma. MONGER, in accordance with
notice, moved that the Bill be recom-
mitted, with a view of striking out Clause
20.

Priedman Dredge.
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TaE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
hoped the House would not agree to re-
commit the Bill for this purpose. They
had gone through the Bill very carefully,
and dealt with its provisions in a deli-
berate manner, and carried it through
committee by a large majority; and now
the hon. member wished to recommit it,
and have this question reopened. He did
not know whether the hon. member
thought that members were going to
change their minds every five minutes.
This particular clause was passed the
other evening by a majority of members,
and unless the hon. member thought he
had a considerable amount of support, it
was only delaying the business of the
House to reopen the whole question.

Mn. MONGER said, he had no wish
whatever to delay the business of the
House, or to keep this Bill under the
notice of members longer than was abso-
lutely necessary; but he must contend
that this particular clause which he
wished to strike out had -not received
proper consideration the other evening;
and, with all due respect to the Premier
and his colleagues, he did not think it
had received proper consideration at the
hands of the Government. Of course, if
it was the wvish of the members of that
House that the clause should remain in
the Bill as it now stood, he supposed he
should have to put up with it. He could
only hope that members would see fit to
allow the Bill to be recommitted, in order
to reconsider the question at issue. He
dlid not wish, himself, to see such a clause
as this remaining on the statute book of
the colony. He should certainly press
for a division, if the Premier objected to
the recommittal of the Bill.

Tus PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Oh, I don't mind; recommit it if you
like.

MnK. SIMPSON said he was not aware
whether, on the determination in the ne-
gative of the question that the Bill be re-
committed, the new clause he had given
notice of would go by the board with
the resolution of the hon. member for
York.

THE SPEAKER said the first question
he should put was that the Bill be recom-
mitted for the purpose of striking out
Clause 20. If that was negatived, the
hon. member for Geraldton 'would be in
order in moving that the Bill be recoin-

mitted for the purpose of adding the new
clsause he proposed to add to the Bill.
No other points could then be discussed
except that for which the Bill was recomn-
mitted.

Question put and passed.

I COMMITTEE.

Mn. MONGER moved that Clause 20
be struck out of the Bill. This clause, he
said, dealt with colonial wine licenses,
and provided that no such licenses should
be issued outside the limits of a town-
ship. His reason for asking the House
to strike out this clause was because he
did not .think it had received the consid-
era-tion it was entitled to, and that
people in the country, had not had an
opportunity of expressing. any opinion
upon such a sweeping provision. It had
been alleged-and members by passing
the clause the other evening agee-that
it was right and proper to establish these
colonial wine shops in the towns, and yet
it was not right but improper to allow
people in the country the privileges ex-
ten ded to those iii town. It was argued
by that great temperance advocate, the
hon. member for Northam, that if these
colonial wine licenses were issued in
country places, teamsters anud others
would congregrate in that particular loca-
lity and make beasts of themselves. That
was virtually what the hon. member's
argument amounted to. But he con-
tended tbat if we allowed these wine
shops to exist in towns, the same thing
would probably take place. If we were
unable to trust the teamster and the far-
mer to call at a wine shop in the country
without making beasts of themselves, he
contended that we would be unable to
trust the clerk and the mechanic to call
at a wine shop in the town without do-
ing the same. It appeared to him that if
these wine licenses were necessary at all.
they were more necessary in the country
than in the town. There was nothing to
prevent people 'who resided in the towns
from going to any hotel and calling for
colonial wine, and getting it. The only
argument against that was, they would
not get quite so much for their money as
they would at a wine shop, the license for
which only cost £2 per annum. The
more wine shops, therefore, the greater
quantity of wine would be consumed.
This seemed to himu to be offering a sub-.
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sidy for drinking. It appeared to him
that the desire of members was to allow
men to have an opportunity of going into
wine shops in order to get a big drink for
a small sum of money. On the other
hand, they were told that men in the
country were not to be allowed this
privilege. To him, this clause seemed
one of the most objectionable in the
whole Bill. It allowed people in the
town privileges which were refused to
those who lived out of town; in other
words, it recognised the larger drinking
capacities of people in town as compared
with the drinking capaocities of people in
the country. U ndoubtedly, there were
some people who wished to get as much
for their money as possible, and if they
could get more colonial1 wine in one of
these wine shops than they could in a
hotel, they would naturally go where they
could get the biggest drink for their
money, and these wine shops, instead of
being the means of advertising a local
product of the country, wbuld be a curse
upon that product. He contended-and
he could speak from some little experience
of this particular question-that if the
quality of the colonial wine that was go-
ing to be sold at these wine shops was not
an improvement upon the colonial wine
that had been placed in the market in
the past, it would do a great deal more
harm to the man who drank it than if he
went to a hotel and called for a glass of
whisky. He really did not think this
clause received the consideration it was
entitled to when it was added to the Bill
the other evening. If it should be de-
cided that the clause was to remain in
the Bill, he certainly hoped that the
license fee payable for these colonial wine
licenses should be increased. A paltry
fee of £2 per aanum would mean that, on
every occasion when the licensing bench
sat, it would be flooded with applications
for licenses of this kind. He maintained
it was an injustice to the man who paid
£50 a year for his license for a -man next
door to him to be allowed to sell as much
colonial wine as he liked upon payment
of a. paltry fee of £2 a year. He begged
to move that the clause be struck out.

MR. MOLLOY said he must confess to
having been in ignorance, when this
clause was under discussion, that the
license fee was so smell, and he could
quite see that it was likely to lead to the

licensing benches being flooded with ap-
plications for these licenses, from board-
ing-house keepers and othdrs in our
towns. He saw no reason why there
should be any distinction made between
wine which was the produce of the colony
and beer which was the produce of the
colony. He was afraid that if this clause
became law we should find, from the
wholesale manner that these wine licenses
would be applied for, that the evil would
be so great that it would be ]lecessary
very soon to check it by repealing the
clause.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest)
said the reason adduced the other even-
ing for inserting this clause in the Bill
was to encourage the use of colonial wine,
but, as the sae of intoxicating liquor had
to be safeguarded and controlled., it was
considered desirable to restrict these wine
licenses to the towns, where they would
be under police supervision. If they
really looked forward to this colony be-
coming a, wine-producing country, they
must encourage the sale of the produce of
the vine. He was not at all convinced
that the multiplication of these wine
licenses in our towns would tend to
encourage drunkenness. It was not so in
other parts of the world. France, where
they drank wine with every meat, was not
a country notorious for drunkenness.

MR. MIONGER: Is the sale of it con-
fined to the towns P

THEU PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the object of restricting these licenses
to the towns here was to have these wine
shops under police supervision; and they
might take it that the licensing bench
would not issue these licenses to utn-
worthy persons, or persons who were not
of good fame and character. He held
no very strong opinion on the subject
himself; but he had heard nothing that
afternoon to lead limu to change his
opinion, and therefore he should support
the retention of the clause in the Bill.

MR. DEHAMEL said the argument of
the hion. member for York appeared to be
that because the clause excluded the
country from its operation it ought also
to exclude the town. He could not agree
with that. Ie thought the system
might just be tried in the towns, and, if
it was found to work well in the towns,
they might hope to see it extended to the
country before long. He was not pre-
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pared to say that any serious evil was
likely to arise from the multiplication of
these wine shops in towns, and be could
not support the strikdig out of the clause.

MR. QUJINLAN% said if he were to con-
sider his own interests, he would support
the motion to st rike this clause out. But
it appeared to him that every facility
should be given to encourage the sale of
the products of the colony; and, as the
licensing justices would have the power
to restrict the number of these wine
licenses, he did not think that they would
lead to any evil result. He understood
that some provision of this nature was in
force in the other colonies, and that it
had been attended with success. It bad
led to the fostering of a local industry;
and this colonial wine industry being an
industry that was likely to be very largely
developed in this colony, he thought this
clause was likely to have a good effect,
and lead to the production of a better
article. They might hope that competi-
tion would lead to that result, and they
might hope that in a short time this
colony would be able to produce an
article equal to that now produced in
South Australia. There was a large
quantity of colonial wine now imported
into this colony; but there was no reason
why it should continue to be so, except
that our local wines lacked age ; for it was
admitted that there was no colony better
adapted for the growth of the vine than
our own colony. As they had this session
passed a Bill to encourage the cultiva-
tion of the soil and the planting of vine-
yards, he thought that every encourage-
ment should be given to the sale of the
products of the soil. Although the license
fee was small, he did not see how they
could increase it much, because a colonial
wine and beer license only cost X5. He
was unable to support the striking out of
the clause

MR. THROSSELL said he had strongly
supported the introduction of this clause
into the Bill, and he was not going to
stultify himself by now supporting a
motion to strike it out. He thought if
we were to have wine shops at oJll, we
should have them under such conditions
as would protect the public, and produce
the most beneficial results. He thought
we could not do better than follow the ex-
ample of South Australia, where colonial
wine was sold under the most respectable

surroundings. The people of this colony
had been largely stimulated of late to go
in for vine culture, and he thought we
should do all we could to encourage them,
so long as the sale of wine was sur-
rounded with proper restrictions, which
could only be done in towns, where there
was ample police supervision, and other
restrictions of decency, which were not to
be found in bush places.

Question put, and negatived. on the
voices.

MR. SIMPSON, in accordance with
notice, moved that the following new
Clause be added to the Bill: " The pro-
visions of this Act shall come into force
on the 1st January, 1894." He thought
it was necessary that some time should
elapse before the Act camne into operation,
in order to give clubs an opportunity of
conforming with the provisions of the law.
If the Act were to come into force to-
morrow, no doubt it would simply
obliterate every club in the land. See-
ing that applications for licenses under
the Act had to be made early next month
(October) and they were now in the
middle of September, he thought they
might well delay the comning into operation
of the Act.

MR. DEHAMEL thought there was a
great deal in what the hon. member said;
but he would suggest that he should
make the date the 4th December, 1893,
which was the first Monday in December,
the usual licensing day.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
failed to see why they should delay the
coming into operation of the Act at all.
Everyone was aware of the provisions of
the Bill by this time, and if they desired
to conform with it, they could do so, he
should say, in the course of a few days.

MR. SIMPSON said these clubs could
not call their meetings, under their rules,
without giving the members notice.

Tin PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said they could call an extraordinary
meeting. He did not think it would
cause any hardship to bon4i fie clubs; on
the other hand, if they postponed the
operation of the Act until the beginning
of next year they would be prolonging the
days of those bogus dlubs for the suppres-
sion of which the Bill was designed. If
the hon. member for Geraldton would
show him that any real hardship would
be inflicted upon any bond fide club, if the



Wines, Bee, &c., SaZe Adt [6 SEPT., 1893.3 AmnmnBi. 65

Bill came into operation at the end of the
session-which 'was -what the Government
proposed-he should be glad to consider
the point; but he did not think they should
delay their legislation for the sake of only
one club in the colony, even if that parti-
cular club were put to a little incon-
venience. The evils which this Bill were
intended to remedy were not evils of
yesterday; they had existed for a long
time, until they had become what some
members called a disgrace and a scandal.
If so, why should we delay the operation
of alaw intended to put down such abusesP
He thought that even if the Geraldton
Club did temporarily cease to exist, in the
event of the Bill coming into operation at
once, there would be some means found
by which the club could be resuscitated,
and reorganised, or "1reconstructed." In
any case they would have until the 3rd
October to comply with the provisions of
the Act, as no license could be issued
under the Act until that date. He should
have much pleasure in forwarding copies
of the Bill to all the recognised clubs of
the colony, so that they would certainly
have some time to arrange their affairs in
conformity with the Bill. If the 3rd
October was too close, he would have no
objection to putting it off a week or two;
but he saw no good grounds for putting
it off for three months.

MR. MONGER thought it would be
hardly fair to call upon these clubs to re-
organise or reconstruct immediately, and
if this Bill came into operation at once,
many of the existing bond fide clubs would
cease to exist. Hfe might say here- that
there was a, very big loophole in the Bill
through which any club could get out of,
if it wished, and which the legal profes-
sion had not been long in detecting.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
You had better amend it then.

MR. MONGER said it was -not his
Bill. He thought the motion of the hon.
member for Oeraldton was a very reason-
able one, and he thought it was very un-
fair on the part of the Government to
attemp~t to take advantage of say club
which may have been constituted upont
lines contrary to the provisions of this
Bill, without giving them time to conform
with those provisions.

Mn. A. FOR-REST thought it would
be a great hardship on some clubs if, in
the course of a, week or two, they should

have to close their premises, and sell off
their funiture ad effects. He thought
they should have some time to reorganise
themselves, so as to bring themselves
within the provisions of the new Act; and
he hoped the Government would agree to
postpone the coming into operation of the
Bill until next licensing day, which would
be the 4th December.

MR. TRAYLEN said he was going to
support the amendment for two reasons:
one was that the Bill, as it stood, PrO-
posed to have a special licensing meeting
in October; but since that clause 'was
passed, the House had agreed to an an-
nual registration fee, and it would there-
fore be necessary to have special licensing
meetings every subsequent October. Ile
thought there was very much more sense
in having these club licenses to issue on
the usual licensing day, the first Monday
in December. He was going to support
the amendment for another reason: he
set himself against ay dislocation of the
ordinary course of business in the colony
by having Acts of Parliament sprung
upon the community, whether they were
Tariff Acts or any other Acts. He would
suggest that the Bill should come into
operation on the 1st December, as the
licensing benches would sit on the 4th of
tha6t month.

Ma. MOLLOY could not assent to the
statement that this Bill bad been sprung
upon members or upon the country. The
necessity for it had been brought pro-
minently before the country for months
past. At the same time he thought the
suggestion of the hon. member for Gerald-
ton was a very reasonable one, for this
reason: there were in existence at the
present tine what were called proprietary
clubs, and this Bill proposed to do away
with such clubs. If those clubs were
willing to conform with the provisions of
this Bill, it would be very harsh on the
part of the Legislature to hinder them
from doing so. It would ruin the pro-
prietors of these institutions, who may
have gone to considerable expense in
fitting up their establishments, unless an
opportunity was given them to prepare
themselves for bringing themselves within
the scope of the present Bill.

SIR J. G. LEE STEERE said he would
just like to point out to the conmnittee
that, according to Clause 4 of the Bill,
application for a dlub's certificate had to
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be made fourteen days before the licensing
meeting; therefore this Act must be
brought into operation fourteen days be-
fore the Bench sat for granting licenses.
If the Act did not come into operation
until the usual licensing day, the first
Monday in December, they would have to
provide for the holding of'a special licens-
ing meeting not less than fourteen days
after that date, otherwise it would be
impossible for applicants to give the four-
teen days' notice required by the Act.

MR. DsHAMEL said, although the
Act might not be in actual operation, he
saw no reason why the necessary notice
should not be given beforehand.

MR. MOLLOY said that was a very
funny notion, especially coming from a
lawyer, that a notice required to be given
under au Act should be given before the
Act came into operation.

MR. SIMPSON said he would have
much p~leasure in altering the date be
had originally proposed, to the first Mon-
day in December, or any other day. He
was absolutely indifferent about the date,
so long as a reasonable opportunity was
afforded existing clubs to bring them-
selves within the provisions of the Bill.

TaE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said it seemed to him they were getting
into a fog, and that they had better re-
port progress. He moved that progress

be ow reported, and leave given to sit
again.

Agreed to.
Progress reported.

KENSINGTON LANE CLOSURE DILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1.-Short title:
Put and passed.
Clause 2.-" All rights-of-way in and

"over the piece or parcel of land which
"lies between Hutt Street and Melbourne
"Street (commonly called Melbourne
"Road), in the City of Perth, known as

:'Kensington Lane, and containing two
'roods twenty-nine perches more or less,
"shall henceforth cease and determine;

" and it shall be lawful for Her Majesty
" to deal with the said piece or parcel of
" land as if it haod never been dedicated to
" the use of the public:"

MR. A. FORREST pointed out that
this drain had been closed, by order of
the Commissioner of Railways, for the

purpose of a. railway station yard at
Perth, with the result that there was an
overflow of water in different parts of the
city, which would entail considerable ex-
pense upon the City Council. He thought,
ds Mayor of the city, that some provision
should be made whereby the City Council
might call upon the Commissioner of
Railways to make the necessary drains to
carry off this overflow of water where it
occurred. If the Commissioner would
make a promise that he would do this, he
would have no objection to the passage of
tie Bill.

MR. TRAYLEN said the point raised
by the hon. member was certainly an
important point. If they passed this Bill
as it stood, the City Council would have
no right to enter upon its own property.
He believed the result of the action of
the Railway Department, in covering up
this drain, had been, in some instances, to
cause serious inconvenience and injury to
people, by the resultant overflow of water
into the streets which was formerly Carried
off by this drain.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said he could
not make any promise until he had re-
ceived the opinion of the Attorney Gen-
eral. The legal aspect of the question,
and of the liability of the department,
would have to be considered before he
could give any definite promise to the
hon. member.

MR. MOILQY said if the Government
closed up this lane, upon which the pro-
perty of the City Council was situated,
how could the Council enter upon their
property to resume their rights ? The
Council had received repeated promises
from the Railway Department to carry off
the overflow of water, but, up to the pre-
sent time, the excuse had been that the
necessary pipes were not available for this
purpose. In certain parts of Wellington
Street, the premises of one or two pro-
prietors were flooded with water, and the
residents had to go another way round in
order to get in and out. As the Railway
Department bad taken the control of this
matter into their own hands, the least
they could do was to make provision for
the proper drainage of this overflow. The
Department had attempted to (what they
called) " improve " the main drain, run-
ning through this Kensington Lane, which
they now proposed to close, but the result
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of the " improvement," so far, had been
what he had deseribed,-people were
flooded out. He thought the Department
should give the City Council a pledge
that they would see that this work was
efficiently done and properly completed.

TuE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Veun) said that
members must bear in mind that this was
originally an open drain-and a very un-
sightly thigi was in the centre of the
cit-and hr was no underground pro-

vision at l o carrying off the overflow
of water. He felt satisfied that had it
been suggested to the Department, at the
time when they were boxing this drain,
that some provision should be made, by
means of egress holes, for carrying away
the overflow, the Department would have
done it. They might even do so now,
but he could make no promise until he
had au opportunity of consulting the
Attorney General. He was willing and
most anxious to meet the City Council in
every possible way, if that was what they
wanted-leaving egress holes inthe cement
with the view of carrying away the sur-
plus water.

Mn.. A. FORREST did not think
the Commissioner understood what the
Council wanted. What he particularly
complained of was that, from Hutt Street
to Melbourne Road, there 'was formerly a.
natural drainage from the grants into the
main drain, but now that drainage had
been stopped up, with the result that
people's premises were flooded; and what
the Council wanted was a promise from
the Commissioner that he would take
proper steps to remedy this state of
things. If the City Council applied to
the department to lay down pipes for
this purpose the least the department
could do was to lay down those pipes
into the main drain, so that the Council
would -not interfere with the railway
goods yard.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said he
understood that what the City Council
wished was that, when the Council in
carrying out its work entered upon the
railway property, the Railway Depart-
ment should make the necessary drains
at the department's expense, and put
down pipes leading from all points to the
main drain. That was rather a big order.
The Government would do what they

could in the matter, but be was not in a
position to give any pledge at present.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 3-Power to lay lines of rail-

way across Hutt Street:
Agreed to.
Preamble and title:
Agreed to.
Bill reported, and report adopted.

GRAND JURY ABOLITION ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The following Message 'was received
from the Legislative Council :-" The
"Legislative Council acquaints the Legis-
"lative, Assembly that it has agreed to a
"Bill intituled I'Au Act to amend The
"Grand Jury Abolition Act Amendment
"Act, 1883,' subject to the amuendment
"contained in the schedule annexed; in
which amendment the Legislative Coun-

"cil desires the concurrence of the Legis-
Illative Assembly.

"tGso. SHENTON,
"President,

"9Legislative Council Chamaber, Perth,
September 6th, 1893."

Schedule showing the Amendment made by
The Legislative Council in " The Grand
Jury Abolition Act Amendment Bill."
No. 1, Clause 2.-Add the following

words to the end of the clause: "1and the
" warrant of the Governor, directing the
" Solicitor General or Crown Solicitor to
"4exercise, perform, and discharge such
"duties and functionsa shall be conclusive
" evidence of the absence or inability
" (as the case may be) of the Attorney
" General to perform or discharge the
"same."

C. LEE STEERS,
Clerk of the Council.

6th September, 1893.
Ordered-That the consideration in

Committee of the Legislative Council's
Message be made an Order of the Day
for the next sifting of the Rouse.

ENGINE SPARKS FIRE PREVENTION
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause I-Short title and commence-
ment:-

Put and passed.
Clause 2--Interpretation;
Put and passed.

Kensington Lane Closure.



662 Engine Spark8, &tc., Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] nieSaka t. ~

Clause 3.-"' (r.) Every engie shall
"be fitted with an efficient spark-ar-
"rester, and the owner of such engine
"shall maintain such spark-arrester in
"good order and fit for its purpose,
"and every owner of an engine, which
"passes through, along, or by laud
whereon wheat, maize, oats, rye, barley,

"Thx, hay or other agricultural produce
"liable to be injured or destroyed by

"ieis growing, or is stored, shall cause
"such engine to carry and use coal,
and shall also prevent the use or con-

"sumiption of any fuel other than coal
upon or by such engine while passing
through, along, or by such land as afore-

"said.
" (2.) Any owner failing to comply

"with any of the requirements of this
"section shall, in addition to any civil
"proceedings to which he may be liable,
"be guilty of an offence cognisable be-
"fore any two or more Justices of the
"Peace, and liable upon conviction to a
"penalty of not less than Five nor more
than Twenty pounds for every such

"offence.
" (3.) Any person convicted under

"this section may appeal, and such ap-
"peal shall be made to the Court and
"be subject to the procedure mentioned
"in section 139 of ' The Police Act,

"1892':"1
MRL. TRAYLEN said the select com.-

mittee which had dealt with the Bill
bhad recommended that nearly the whole
of the first sub-section of this clause
be struck out, with the view of inserting
other provisions. Ile therefore moved
that all the words of sub-clause (i),
after the word "purpose" in the fifth line
be omitted.

Amendment put and passed.
MR. TRAYLEN then moved, in accord-

ance with the recommendation of the
select committee, the following new sub-
clauses he added, after sub-clause (i):

(z.) " Every engine shall be fitted with
a steam jet connectd with the engine,
and carried into the ash-pan of such
engine, for the purpose of extinguishing
the live cinders in such ash-pan, and the
owner of such engine shall maintain such
steam jet in good order and fit for its
purpose."

()"The owner of any line of railway
shall be compelled to burn within such
boundary of any line of railway all grass

and herbage at such time of the year as
may be defined by the Governor-in-Coun-
cil."1

(4.) " Before such burning, at least
three days' notice of the time at which it
is intended to burn shall be given to the
owner or occupier of the adjoining lands
by the owner of any railway."
The ho-n. member said, with reference to
sub-clause (3), that the Bush Fires Act
provided that country could not legally be
burned except during certain months of
the year, and the object of this sub-section-
was to allow this to be done for the pur-
poses of this Act, at such time as the
Governor-in-Council might define.

MR. PIESSE thought that a week's
notice of the time at which it was in-
tended to burn should be given to owners
or occupiers of adjoining land.

Amendments agreed to.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 4.-"1 Any member of the police

" force, or other person authorised by a
" Justice of the Peace, may enter upon
" any land and inspect any engine being
"1thereon, for the purpose of ascertaining
-what fuel is being carried or used in
"1such engine."

MR. TRAY-LEN said the select com-
maittee had recommended that this clause
be struck out, and some other words sub-
stituted. Those words, in his opinion,
were not quite complete. They were as.
follows :-"1 Inspectors shall be appointed
to enter upon any land, and inspect any
engine being thereon, for the piu-pose of
ascertaining whether all engines in use,
or being used, axe fitted with an efficient
spark arrester and steam jet as afore-
said." Instead of that amendment, he
begged to move some amendments of his
own, in the original clause, namely, that
the words "1the Governor-in-Council or "
be inserted after the word "1by," in the
second line of the clause, and that all the
words after the word "1ascertaining " be
struck out, and the following words be
inserted in lieu thereof: " Iwhether such
engine is provided with an efficient spark
arrester and steam jet fitted to the ash-
pan as aforesaid." The clause would then
read: "1Any member of the police force,
or other person authorised by the Gover-
nor-rn-Council or by a justice of the
peace, may enter upon any land and
inspect any engine being thereon, for the
purpose of ascertaining whether such
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engine is provided with an efficient spark
arrester and steam jet fitted to the ash-
Pan as aforesaid."

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) pointed out
that the clause referred to "1any engine,"
whereas the object of the Bill was to
have these spark arresters and steam jets
fitted on engines travelling over certain
parts of the country. The clause as it
stood would necessitate spark arresters
and steam jets to be fitted on shunting
engines used on a jetty, and say other
engine. Surely they did not want steam
jets on every engine. The object of the
committee was no doubt a. good one, but
the thing had been tried, and though no
doubt it afforded some additional security,
it had been found that the steam jet did
not put out the whole of the fire in the
ashpani.

MRs. TRAYLEN thought the answer to
the Commissioner's objection was this:
though they gave authority to inspect
any engine, a sufficient reply to a charge
would be that the engine which was not
provided with a steam jet was not
travelling where it could possibly cause
a fire.

Mn. PIESSE said he preferred the
amendment of the select committee. The
reason they proposed to strike out the
provision that empowered " any member
of the police force " to inspect an engine
was that they thought it would be placing
a power in the hands of an authority that
would not be able to exercise it, in many
instances. A policemnan might know no-
thing about an engine, or whether a
spark arester or a steam jet was an effi-
cient one or not; and the committee
thought it would be better to have in-
specters appointed who knew something
about engines. They would not be wanted
in many parts of the colony, only at such
places as Beverley, Fremantle, Geraldton,
and such centres; He therefore moved,
as an amendment upon the amendment
of the hon. member for Greenough, that
Clause 4 be struck out, with the niew of
inserting the new clause recommended by
the select committee.

Mna. MOLLJOY said he preferred the
select committee's amendment. Although
he had had considerable experience of the
versatility of the police, it. was new to
him that a policeman must necessarily be
a mechanical engineer.

MR. TRAYLEN said the reason why
he had proposed his amendment, in lieu
of that of the select committee, could be
briefly, stated. In the first place, if the
Government were going to appoint in-
spectors for this purpose all over the.
country, they must find the money to pay
them with, and when there was no neces-
sity for it. Secondly, these inspectors
must be very frequently about, doing
their duties, if they were going to carry
them out efficiently. What he had in his
mind was this: suppose an engine passed
by the mill of the hon. member for the
Williams, and a spark from that engine
set fire to a neighbouring crop, surely it
was possible for a policeman on the spot
to examine that engine and see whether it
had a spark arrester or not. He would
not require any large amount of scientific
intelligence or technical knowledge to say
whether it had a spark arrester or not.
They must either have a. staff of paid
inspectors, or have the Act evaded, un-
less they got this work done by the
police.

Mn. PIESSE said it -was not simply a,
question whether an engine had a spark
arrester; but whether it was an efficient
arrester; and he thought they would re-
quire a person with some technical or
mechanical knowledge to decide that
point. He should say they could have
this work done by qualified inspectors at
a, nominal. expense; they -would not want
many of then, and their duties would
not be heavy. Even if they paid .£50 a
year to them, it would be money well
spent, considering the large destruction
of property that was now caused by
sparks from passing engines.

SIR J. G. Lsn STEERE thought it
was worthy of the consideration of the
conmmittee whether this clause was req-uired
at all. Surely those who owned the en-
gines would, for their own protection,
and to save them from the penalties of
the Act, see that their engines were pro-
vided with spark arresters. Any owner
of an engine failing to comply with the
requirements of the Act in this respect
was liable to a penalty of £20, in addi-
tion to the value of say damage done to
a man's property.

Mn. PATERSON said his experience
taught him that the owners of engines
did not have them fitted with spark
arresters, although they ought to be
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compelled to do so; and he thought itI
was very necessary that somebody should
be appointed to see that they did. it.

Ma. TRAYLEN said the kind of diffi-
culty they wanted to get over was what
occurred almost every day, at the Green-
ough and Dongarra, during the hottest
part of the year. Take Mrs. Waldeek's
case, for instance: she repeatedly dis-
covered her stacks of wheat or barley on
fire, jus4t after an engine had passed by;
and if there was any authority on the
spot to inspect that engine, and see
whether it had a spark arrester or not,
the question could be settled there and
then. Her only other course was, to
comm~ence proceedings for damages, and
then if it came out at the trial that the
engine was not fitted with a, spark ar-
rester, the company or owner would be
liable for the damage done. But he was
anxious to avoid all this rounidabout way
of getting satisfaction. He wished to
provide that, if there was ground to
suppose that an engine travelling through
the country had no spark arrester, some- 1
one should have authority to see whether
it had one or not, and have the owner
punished if the engine should have no
arrester.

Amendment (Mr. Piesse's) -That the
clause be struck ant--put and passed.

manse struck out accordingly.
Clause 5.-Onus of proof in proceed-

ings to recover damages:
Put and passed.
Clause 6.-Sections of Shortening Ordi-

nance :
Put and passed.
New clau se :
M&. PIESSE then moved the follow-

ing new clause in lieu of Clause 4, which
had been shruck out: " Inspectors shall
be appointed to enter upon any land, and
inspect any engine being thereon, for the
purpose of ascertaining whether each
engine in use or being used is fitted with
an efficient spark arrester and steam jet
as aforesaid."

Clause put and passed.
Preamble and title:
Agreed to.
Bill reportead, with amendments, and

report adopted.

At 6-30 p.m. the House adjourned for
an hour.

At 7-30 p.m. the House resumed.

FREMANTLEl WATER SUPPLY BILL.
5E002W READING.

THE i PREMIER (Hon. Sir T. Forrest);
In moving the second reading of this
H3ill, I will, in a. few words, explain its
object. The Government have established,
in the town of Fremantle, a water supply.
The water is pumped up by prison la our
into reservoirs, and thence distributed to
the shipping and to the people of Fre-
mantle. It is desired now to place the
Director of Public Works, as represent-
ing the Government, in the same position
for collecting a. water rate as if the sup-
ply were under the control of the Munici-
pal Council, and, in fact, to place him in
the same position in regard to Fremantle
as the Municipal Council of Perth is in
regard to the supply, from the Darling
Range. Clause 2 of the Bill states that
the Director of Public Works shall have
all the rights, powers, benefits, and privi-
leges which a municipality may exercise
under Parts II. anld III, of the Water-
works Act, 1889, except the power to take
land permanently. Clause 4 provides
that any act which may be done by
any person acting with thle authority of
the council of a municipality may be
done by any person aicting with the au-
thority of the Director of Public Works.
Clause 7 provides that -no pipes connected
with the water service may be seized by
process of law, or under distress for rent.
Clause 8 gives power to the Director of
Public Works to charge for the supply
of water a, sum not exceeding one shilling
in the pound of the annual rateable value
of any property supplied with water for
domestic purposes. Hon, members will
notice that the Director of Public Works
has nothing to do with the rating of the
property, this being done by the Munici-
pal Council; and he may charge up to
one shilling in the pound, the samne as is
chargeable in 'Perth. Clause 9 gives to
the Director of Public Works the same
power of recovering for water rate, by
process of law, as is exercisable by the
Municipality in respect of the general
-rate. Tis is an important provision,
and very necessary, so that those persons
who receive the water may be made to pay
for it, if they will not pay willingly.
Clause 10 directs that a copy of the rate-
book shall be supplied, free of charge, to
the Director of Public Works, so that he
may be enabled to make a charge for
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water supplied to those whose names and
amounts of rateable value are entered in
the rate-book. Clause 12 refers to dam-
ages and other things that may be re-
coverable summarily. These are the main
provisions Of the Bill, and it will be seen
at once that the object is to place the Gov-
erment in a position to deal with the water
supply of Fremantle in a business-like
manner, so long as it is in the charge of the
Government. Them have been representa-
tions made to the Government, at differ-
ent times, on behalf of the Municipality,
for the taking over of the water supply;
and we have rather encouraged that
desire, and would be glad if some ar-
rangement could be made by which the
Municipality should take it over and
manage it. The water supply has been a
considerable expense and much trouble to
the Government, and there has been a
difficulty, in the past, in recovering
amounts due for the water supplied. The
Director of Public Works is almost with-
out legal power to enforce payment, at
present; and the object of the Bill is to
invest him with power to enforce the pay-
ment for water when supplied, and to put
the system of supply on a satisfactory
footing. The passing of this Bill will
not interfere with the Municipality in
taking over the water supply, if that can
be arrne;Zad I shall be glad if the
Govenena get rid of it. I can see,
however, that it may not suit the Muni-
cipality to take over the water supply at
present, and that some time may elapse
before that is done. Fremantle being a
scattered town, the expense of laying
down the mains is considerable for cover-
ing a large area. There is a requisition
for an extension of the supply to North
Fremantle, but the Government are not
in a position at present to deal with that.
You may depend upon it that those people
will -not let the Government rest until
they get the water supply extended al
over the town. That is a consummation
very much to be wished; and if a mod-
erate interest on the outlay can be de-
pended on, there is no reason why the
extension should not be made, if funds
are available. For some reasons I regret
having to bring forward this measure,
because it is really a municipal measure,
in which the Government should not have
to take such an active part as they are
now taking. I think the water supply

might be placed under the management
of some board, or some means might be
devised by which the Government should
not be brought so much into contact with
the ratepayers. But this Bill will meet
the existing difficulty, and I do not think
it will in any way prejudice any future
action that may be necessary. I move
that the Bill be read a second time.

Mn. SOLOMON: I do not intend to
oppose this Bill, because it is only reason-
able that the Director of Public Works
should have the same power as a.
Municipality or company would have
for the recovery of amounts due for the
supply of water. In reference to the
application for extension of the water
mains to North Fremantle, it was under-
stood that the mains were to be extended
to- the North side for Government pur-
poses; and, in order to anticipate that
extension, overtures were made to the
Government for getting the pipes laid at
the same time to private and public pro-
perties on the North side, so that the
people there might have the benefit of the
supply. Clause 10 requires the clerk of
the Municipality to supply a copy of the
rate-book each year, to the Director of
Public Works, free of charge. I think it
should be sufficient if the Director of
Public Works were to have a right of
access to the rate-book, the same as in
Perth, so that his servant might take a
copy, or pay for a copy being made, if
required. I would suggest that an amend-
ment should be made to that effect, in
committee. With regard to the collection
of the water rate, I must say that I have
frequently asked, at the office in Fre-
mantle, for the water rate account, but the
excuse has been made that the accounts are
keptin Perth; andwhen, after much bother,
I did obtain the account for the past two
quarters, I had to make certain 6orrections
in it myself. There are others who would
rather pay their quarter's account than
let it run on, and in that respect Fre-
mantle has not had a fair chance. I
assure the Government that if the accounts
for water were issued at the proper time,
and the collections made, there would be
no difficuty in getting in the money.

MR. PEARSB: I am glad to find the
Government are not opposed to the water

miply being taken over by the Munici-
paiy which would be the proper course
to adopt. I must take exception to one
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or two remarks made with regard to pay-
ment. I say the people of Fremantle are
not opposed to paying this water rate,
but there has been a difficulty in getting
the accounts rendered. The accounts are
kept in Perth, and the people in Fre-
mantle cannot get them. No one expects
the Government to supply the water for
nothing. I shall be glad if the Govern-
ment can see their way to extend the
supply to North Fremantle. In a portion
of the north side the water now used by
the people is not at all good, and the ex-
tension of this supply would be a great
benefit.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) : I stand
to-night in a rather peculiar position, as
a member of the Government which has
brought forward this Sill, which is for
imposing a certain amount of taxation
on the people for the water supply,
and also as a member for Fremntle,
the residents of which will, I feel per-
fectly sure, resent the introduction of
this Bill. I would like to draw the
attention of hon. members, as I have

aledy drawn the attention of my col-
leagus, to the fact that there is no com-

parison to be drawn between the water
supply of Fremantle, and the cost of that
supply to the city of Perth. [MR. A.
FoRREST: Why not?] Ithoughtthehon.
member knew already, as Mayor of Perth.
Hie is well aware that he, on behalf of
Perth, has been making a demand on the
Governmnent to assist the Municipality of
Perth in paying a percentage on about
£180,000 for the proposed purchase of
the private waterworks of Perth. I would
ask hon. members, what would be the
cost of a private water supply for Fre-
mantle? If Providence has blest Fre-
mantle with a water supply, drawn from
the sand at their very doors, by simply
boring a hole in the earth, and either
pumping up a supply by means of a steam
engine or using the prison labour as at
present, the supply being sufficient for
the wants of the shipping and the railway
terminus, besides serving the town, is that
any reason why the people of Fremantle
should be taxed to the same extent as the
people of Perth are- taxed now? I say
there is no comparison. Hon. members
must be ruled by common reason, in this
matter. The rate of is. in the pound, in
this Bill, is equal to the 5 per cent. interest

on capital cost which is charged to the
people of Perth, as the rate payable for
their water supply; but I say theme should
be a great reduction, as compared with
Perth. I am sure hon. members will
recognise the fairness of my argument,
that because we are able to provide a
water supply for the town of Fremantle,
and the shipping, and the railway, and all
other Government requirements, at an
expenditure which would be perhaps one-
tenth of the cost for a, supply to the city
of Perth, therefore we should not be rated
to the same extent as the people of Perth
are rated for their more expensive supply.
It must also be borne in mind that the
supply is not of a, quality as good as that
of the city of Perth, and there is not as
much pressure, so that there are high
parts of the town which the water cannot
reach, and the bath-rooms and kitchens
cannot be supplied to the same extent as
in Perth. If I have departed, for a
moment, from my position as a member
of the Government; and have considered
the interests of my constituents, I trust
my hon. colleagues will pardon me.

MR. TRAYLEN: I think the Govern-
ment are extremely wise in bringing for-
ward this measure. At the same time I
hope it may be possible to see their way
to that larger scheme which has been
referred to by the Premier. What was
the purport of the speech we have just
listened to? The object of this Bill is
to provide the Director of Public Works
with sufficient funds to pay the expenses
of this water supply. These expenses are
made up of two or three items:± 1, the
actual working expenses; 2, the cost of
collection; 3, the interest of money laid
out for the benefit of the town of Fre-
mantle. If the interest on these sums
together amounts to a total equal to Is.
in the pound on the rateable value of
property in Fremantle, what good ground
have the iniabitants of Fremantle for
complaining that the rate will be ex-
cessive ? But if, as one hon. member for
Fremnantle says, the actual cost is so much
less than it is for the water supply in
Perth, then the inhabitants of Fremiantle
will derive the benefit of the difference.
I can well see there are considerable
difficulties in working the supply in Fre-
mantle, by the method now in use, and
the lack of pressure cannot be overcome
without considerable expense. The very
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argument that has been used as to the
want of water for gardens And bath-
rooms, in the higher parts of the town, is
also an argument against that supply
being carried over to North Fremnantle.

MR, SOLOMON: The North side is lower
than the parts supplied on the South side.

Mn. TRAYLEN:- But you will hazve
to convey the pipes over the bridge, and it
must be high enough to allow steamers
to go under. The railway bridge, if used
for this purpose, may be much lower.
Still, I hope the Government will see their
way, to agree to the appointment of
some statutory board; and, I may say,
the New South Wales Act for this pur-
pose provides that the board shall consist
of seven persons, the Government to ap-
point three, and the board to be a body
corporate. Will it not cut a good many
Gordian knots, if we have some such
board in existence in this colony ? All
the interests of Perth and Fremantle , and
intermediate places, in respect of a water
supply, could be well looked after by
such a beard. I support the second
reading of the Bill.

Ma. A. FORREST: I congratulate the
Government on bringing in this Bill.
The revenue expected to be received by
the Commissioner up to June, 1894, is
£2600, as stated in the annual Estimates;
and the expenditure on the Fremantle
Water Supply during the past half-year
has been £21,000, for putting down new
mains. The Government receive no in-
terest whatever on this expenditure of
public money in the town of Fremnantle.
I believe the hon. member for Fremantle
will argue that Fremantle is nearly as
large as Perth, and I believe there is not
much difference. The people of Perth
pay nearly equal to £4,000 per annum, on
the actual rateable value of properties
supplied with water, and nearly £2,000
per annumn more for the supply through
meters, as extras; and this total of nearly
£i6,000 paid for water in Perth may be
compared with £,600 a year paid in
Frermntle. I think the time has arrived
when the country should receive some
benefit to the revenue from the water
supplied by Government to the town of
Fremantle.

Tnn, COMMISSION~ER or CROWN tA.Ns
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): The country
receives no benefit in revenue from the
water supply in Perth.

MR. A.. FORREST: The country has
not expended any money for the water
supply in Perth, I am also informed
that the largest amount of rates paid by
any one individual for water supply in
Premnantle is the great sum of £22 per
ainnum.

Ma. PEAnsE: £10 a year for hotels.
MR. A. FORREST: But there are a

great number of persons in a hotel. I
say the time has arrived, and I am glad
the Director of Public Works has re-
cognised the fact, when some return
should be made to the country for this
expenditure of public money in Fremantle.
One hon. member said, just now, that the
Municipal Council of Perth had appealed
to the Government for an amount of
money to purchase the Perth Waterworks.
I deny that, in iota. The Municipal
Council of Perth never asked the Govern-
ment for one sixpence, but they proved
conclusively to the Treasurer that what
they did ask for could not possibly result
in a loss. All we asked for was a guarantee
of the City Council's bonds for purchasing
the waterworks; and we showed that if
the revenue was not found equal to the
amount we would have to pay, the vendors
would place in the bank a, fixed deposit
,for that purpose, and it would be sufficient
to cover any deficiency of interest. In the
Premier's remarks to-nighat, he said he
would be glad to encourage the Fremantle
Council to purchase the waterworks.
That is also the object of the Perth
Council; and, having said that in reference
to Fremantle, as being a step in the right
direction, and if it would be easy for
Fremantle to pay the interest on capital
out of their rates, it should be easy for
Perth to do the same. But, instead of
receiving only £600 a year from water
rates for Fremantle, he would receive,
I should think, about £2,300 if the rate
be levied at Is. in the pound, or 5 per
cent., and there should also be meters for
those who can afford to take large quan-
tities by measurement, so as to protect the
supply. My friend, the member for North
Fremantle, instead of having to pay £2
a year, will have to pay, perhaps, £20.

MR. R. F. SHOLL: I rather sympathise
with the people of Fremantle. I consider it
is very cruel that the people of Premantle
should have to pay for the water they
consume. I think the Governm ent should
lay mains all over Premamtle-east, west,
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north, and south-andl lay on a good
supply, and charge nothing for it. In
fact, the general public of the colony
would willingly agee to be taxed for the
purpose of supplying the people of Fre-
mantle with a good service of water.

THE OoMMISSIONEnR OCownq LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marmion):. That is the first
liberal expression of views I have heard
from the hon. member.

Ma., R, F. SHOt]>- I can quite under-
stand that the people of Fremntle can-
not take over these works, because they
would cost too much, and those people
are not likely to do so if the Government
will supply the water and charge nothing
for it. But, after this Bill is passed,
perhaps they will try to take over these
works. The only difficulty will be the
pumping, for they will then not be able
to utilise the prison labour, and I do not
think they will go to the expense of laying
mains all over the town. With regiLrd
to handing over this water supply in the
future, I think the Government should
be careful and keep an account of all ex-
penditure, so that when they are approach-
ed by the Municipal Council with regardl
to taking over the supply, the Go'vern-
mon6 may be able to say something near
what the works have cost. If you agree
to the principle that the people in a, town-
should pay for the water they consume,
I do not think the rate proposed in this
Bill is excessive; but it is just a, question
whether any rate ought to be charged at
all. I suppose that the Director of
Public Works will see that he does not
overcharge the good people of Fremantle
for the small supply of water; though I
do hope he will see to the accounts being
promptly, rendered to the water consum-
ers, after what has been sai

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. H. W. Veun): I feel
sure the people of Fremantle do not o-b-
ject to pay for the water they consume.
The Hon. the Commissioner of Crown
Tands, speaking as a. member for Fre-
mantle, seems to think that the maximium
rate of Is. in the pound will be levied
straight off; but that is not the object
the Government have in view. We shall
ascertain accurately the annual cast of the
upkeep, and a rate will be levied accord-
ingly. It may not be equal to is. in the
pound. The accounts will be kept, and
it can always be seen what has been the

cost of the works and the amount required
to be levied. There has lately been an
application to the Government to extend
the supply to North Preinstle. That
extension may cost several thousands of
pounds. I the Municipality desires, in
the future, to take over the waterworks,
the txaot cost of the works from the start
to the present time can. be furnished, and
I shall be only too pleased to 'have the
waterworks handed over to the Munici-
pality, in the absence of any other public
body, The Government would like to
get rid of the responsibility. The hon.
member for the Greenough has suggested
that the waterworks should be vested in
a board, to be created by statute, some-
thing like the Metropolitan Board of
Works in Sydney, I think that is an ex-
cellent idea, and the board would relieve
the Government of a great deal of trouble
and anxiety. The sewerage of Perth and
Fremiantle might also be managed by
such a board.

Mn%. MOLTLOY: This Bill is a reasoli-
able one, because it is only asking that
there should be powers for obtaining a
return upon moneys expended in supply-
ing water to the people of Fremnantle. I
do not know what the amount of rate is
to be, but I trust the Government will
not be put to any needless expenditure in
this direction, but will be able to obtain
a return equal to the capital expended as
well as the working expenses. Then,
other districts will not have much reason
to complain. Some reference has been
-made to the Perth Waterworks. Seeing
that the Government are so liberal in
investing public money upon a water
supply for Fremantle, no reasonable ob-
jection can be taken to the proposal which
emanated from the Perth Council, when
they recently approached the Govern-
ment. The Perth Council did not ask
the Government to expend any- money,
but only to guarantee the Council's bonds
for the repayment of a certain interest;
and in order to show that the Govern-
ment would incur no risk by giving the
guarantee, the vendors undertook to make
up any deficiency in the revenue for pay-
ing the annual interest for a, term of
years, by offering to place a sum of
money in a bank as a fixed deposit. The
reason why the City Council approached
the Government was that by purchasing
the waterworks and giving the city's

.F emanlle Water Supply.
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bonds, guaranteed by the Government,
the ratepayers would save 1 per cent.
per annuma in the interest on the loan,
this being a material consideration to the
citizens; and the boon which the pur-
chase would secure to Perth and the im-
mediate district will be apparent at once,
on reflection. Now that the principle
has been introduced in this Bill, there
should not be much difficulty in having
that principle re-Affirmed in the case of
the Perth Waterworks. I see that one
hon. member for Fremantle readily ac-
quiesces in the principle I am endeavour-
ing to propound. I am not one who
wishes to oppress Frenmatle by having
an extraordinary rate imposed for the
water supply, and I agree with the Gov-
ernment that, as long as they obtain a
return equal to paying interest on the
capital expended, together with the work-
ing expenses, no reasonable objection can
be taken to this Bill, which should meet
with the approval of all hon. members.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a Second time.

LOAN BILL, X5i4,000.

SECOND) READING.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):

In rising to move the second reading of
this Bill, intituled " An Act to authiorise
the raising of a sum of Five hundred
and forty thousand pounds by Loan, for
the construction of certain public works,
and other purposes," I feel that it is a
very important matter, and one which
requires that I should give some infor-
nmation to hon. members as to the reasons
why the Government have introduced this
Bill, and also as to its absolute neces-
sity. Hon. members will, of course, re-
collect that during the session before
last, and the last session, the Government
proposed, and this House approved of,
resolutions involving an expenditure of
£250,000 in excess of the vote for the
Mullens Railway, as provided in the
Loan Act of 1891, and also X230,000 for
certain improvements in connection with
the Eastern Railway, particularly the
deviation up the Darling Range, and
other improvements. I very much regret
that to-night I have to ask the House
not only to again approve of what you
have already approved, namely, the ex-
penditure of £280,000, but also to ap.

prove of a further proposed expenditure
of £260,000, making in all a loan of
£540,000. Later on I may explain, for
the information of hion. members, the
reasons for every item which appears in
the schedule of this Bill, and I think I
will be able to show there is an absolute
necessity that the Government should be
armed with power to the extent designated
upon the schedule of the. Bill. 1 may
inform hon. members that the Govern-
ment have no idea whatever of placing
this loan on the market at the pr-es-
ent time. The object I have in view, in
asking hou. members to assent to this
Bill, is to obtain legal authority for incur-
ring the liability. We all know that we
have, out of the loan of 1891, the sum of
£426,000 yet to raise, and I have no
doubt whatever that in a very short time
we will be able to raise that sum in the
London market, on favourable terms. I
have no doubt that will be the result,
unless some terrible catastrophe over-
takes the financial world, but which
there is no reason to anticipate. The
latest advices I have from London, re-
ceived by the last mail, go to show that
some time before the end of the year
there will be a probability of our being
able to place this amount on the market;
and when we have done that, and with
the resources now in the bands of the
Government, we will be able to carry on
for a considerable time, without going to
the London market for a further loan,
notwithstanding that we shall have the
power, if hon. members agree to this Bill,
of going for a further sum of 6540,000.
The reason that has actuated the Gov-
ernment in asking the House to authorise
this amount of loan is to place ourselves
in a proper and legal position. As you
are aware, we have incurred liabilities in
excess of the amounts authorised in the
Loan Act of 1891, in connection with the
Mullewa Railway and in connection with
the Yilgarn Railway. I do not look
upon a resolution of the House as the
proper course we should follow, although
perhaps it may be a sufficient reason for
the Government undertaking works; and
I hope that in the future I shall not have
occasion to ask this House to agree to
resolutions for such a purpose, but that

if e eqi authority we shall obtain
it in the odnary and proper way by
an Act, because, as you may easily see,
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all the ar~guments I used last year and
the year before, to induce this House to
agree to those two resolutions, I have
again to use to-night for obtaining legal
authority, and it would have been just as
easy for me to obtain the legal authority
at once, as to obtain authority by resolu-
tion and have to come again to the House
for the legal authority afterwards. I
could not help feeling, the other evening,
when addressing this House, that when I
mentioned the Government's intention to
ask for authority to raise a further sum
of £2540,000, hon. members seemed to
express, as far as I could judge, some
surprise; yet I do not see that any sur--
prise should have been experienced by
hon. members, if they have followed
closely the conduct of the business of the
Government, because they must have
seen that if we were to carry out those
works which they axe all looking forward
to, and for which we had invited tenders
but withdrew them afterwards, it is
impossible for the Government to carry
out those works and keep pace with the
requirements of the times, unless more
money is provided than was authorised to
be raised under the Loan Act of 1.891.
I think I may say, speaking generally,
that the members of the Government are
just as anxious about expenditure, and
just as adverse to incurring extra liability
and to placing greater burdens on the
colony, as any one in the colony or in
this House can be. The members of the
Government, either in their politica.]
capacity or in their private life, are not
considered to be persons of reckless
practices ; we are not desirous of plung-
ing the colony into debt and ruining
ourselves at the same time; and I
my say also of this House, that it
is not composed of men who may
be called adventurers who have nothing
to lose, for this House and the other
House are composed of men who axe the
backbone of this colony. The best, I say
advisedly the best, that West Australia
can produce mx in the Legislature of the
colony. Therefore, whatever the Gov-
ernment propose on this occasion, you
may rest assured that we do not propose
it as adventurers who have nothing to
lose, or as reckless men, but because we
believe it is in the interest of the colony,
and will be productive of good to the
whole of the community. As I have

often said before, the whole object of the
members of the present Government-
and I may speak also for the whole of
the Parliament of this colony-is to imn-
prove the colony, to make it a place worth
living in, and a place worth coming to;
and unless we had taken some such means
as the present Government have intro-
dued, and are introducing now, to de-
velop the resources of the colony, this
generation-the men I see before me to-
night-every one of us must pass away
entirely, an d a new generation must take
their place, before any one could expect
to see the improvements that are going
on around us to-day, if we had been con-
tent to rely on our own resources and on
our ordinary revenue. If we had alto-
gether eschewed borrowing, I say that the
generation of people now here must have
altogether passed anay before there could
have been the great development and
the great improvements we see around
us to-day. If the people who are here
now, and if hon. members of this Parlia-
ment, had been content to wear out their
lives by going on in the old way, depend-
ing only on their own resources, living a
life of obscurity and inactivity as far as
the outer world is concerned, then we
would not have required to borrow or go
into the money market, but we might
have continued on the even tenour of our
way, as our fathers had done before us.
But a new era has dawned on us. We
felt an opportunity was given us by
which we could raise this colony to a
more prominent position-that in the
new era our prospects were such that we
might be able to borrow money with a
certainty that we would be able to repay
it, and that in a, few years we might
accomplish what our fathers had striven
for during fifty years, and that we might
place this colony in a position far better
than that which she had ever occupied in
the past. That is the motive the present
Government have had. We felt that an
opportunity had occurred, in the history
of the colony, by which, with a judiciou's
application of borrowed money, we could
so improve the means of transit through-
out the colony that we might throw open
the lands to occupation and settlement,
and thereby enable settlers to obtain a
certain and sufficient reward for their
enterprise. We have been in office two
and a half years, and during the time
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that hon. members have sat in this
House we have had no reason whatever
to be dissatisfied, under circumstances
somewhat adverse, with the progress this
colony has made during those two and a
half years, or with our financial position at
the present time. I think we have every
reason to be satisfied with our present
financial position and our future pros-
pects. Parliamaent has authorised the
Government, by resolutions, to under-
take an expenditure of £280,000; but it
is now found that, instead of £280,000,
we will require, for completing the works
already authorised and some other neces-sary works, a total amount of £54,000
to be raised by loan. This amount will
complete our authorised railways, and
put us in a position, I hope, to cease
borrowing for some considerable time-
I hope for a long time-beause it has
been no pleasure to me, or to anyone in
this House, to think that we shall always
be going on borrowing. Our desire is
that we should not require to borrow;
but it is quite impossible that we can
obtain all we require for the development
of our mineral resources, under our pre-
sent circumst~nces, from our ordinary
revenue. I will now deal with the items
in the schedule. The first item is
the completion of the Yilgarn Railway,
£84,000. As hon. members will recollect,
when the amount of £2324,000 was placed
in the schedule for constructing 162 miles
of railway at £2,000 a mile, there had
been no surrey made of the line, and
the amount was merely an estimate,
and even the length of the -railway
had not been ascertained by detaileal
survey, but 162 miles was put down as
the shortest length between Northam and
Southern Cross. When the Loan Bill of
1891 was brought in, no survey had been
made on the round at all. the line has
proved to be eight miles longer than was
anticipated, and that length, at £2,000 a
mile, means £16,000 out of the £34,000
additional which I am asking the House
to sanction. Then there is the conserva-
tion of water along the railway line,
which will cost a considerable sum; and
there is also some expenditure on account
of land resumed, which will not be much.
There is also -a small bonus to be given
to the contractor in the event of his corn-
pleting the line nearly six months sooner
than the contract date. These several

amounts make up the X34,0.00 asked for
in the schedule. The second item is
the completion of the Muflewa, Railway,
£286,000. There was no survey made of
that line at the time that it was placed
in the loan schedule of 1891. The length
was estimated at 150 miles, at a cost of
£22,000 a mile, whereas it was found,
after survey, to be 157 miles in length,
and the difficult character of the country
for the first 20 miles out of Geraldton
has rendered the construction more ex-
pensive than I anticipated when I brought
forward the Loan Bill of 1891. The
contract price for construction was, I
think, £1,735 a mile, without rails or
fastenings, which are supplied by the
Government. Hon. members will there-
fore see that the M~ullewa Railway is a
much more difficult line than the Yilgarn
Railway, the contract price for which is
only.£871 per mile, without rails or fast-
enings. There is also an extraordinary
expenditure of £221,000, on the Mullewa
Railway, for land at the Geraldton ter-
minus, and which we did not anticipate
in 1891. There is also an expenditure
of some £210,000 on the railway station
at Geraldton; besides an outlay for
workshops and engine running sheds,
amounting to £9,000. [MR.P1. F.SIIOLL:
What?] The hon. member for the Gas-

Coyne has been making remarks about a
small railway station in my own constitu-
ency, and if he is as active in regard to
other portions of the colony as be is in
regard to that portion, he will have some-
thing to do. For these reasons we have
to ask for a further sum of £986,000 for
the Mullewa Railway. These items alone
will come to over £100,000 for the
Mullewa Railway and the station at Ger-
aldton; and the fact that we are asking
for only £86,000 will show that some
economy has been practised. Hon. mem-
bers must understand that railway con-
struction, although very convenient, costs
a good deal in the first instance, and that
must always be the case here and every-
where else in the world. To get railways
and works and other facilities, and to pur-
chase land for the purpose, must involve
much expenditure; and the fact that only
£86,000 is asked for, for completing the
Mullewa Railway, and considering all the
expenditure which the Government have
been put to in this connection, must show
there has been no extravagance. I may
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add that we hope, by sales of land at
Geraldton, to recoup the outlay to some
extent, because the sites we have already
for workshops in Ileralton will not be
required, and it is hoped that the sale of
that land will realise to the Government
seine X10,000, which will be so much to-
wards reducing the expenditure we have
had to incur. The next item in the
schedule is the deviation on the Eastern
Railway, to improve the grades between
Fremautle and Beverley, anid relaying
thle same with 601b,. rails. Hon. members
will recollect that, last session, this was
almost the same amount as was then
approved of by thle Houis. It was
generally considered, at that time, that
the improvement of the grades up the
Darling Range must be undertaken very
soon. Every preparation was then made,
and but for the difficulties in the London
money market the work would have been
in hanld by this time. The amount now
scheduled is somewhat higher than was
estimated last year, but considerable ex-
pense has been incurred in relaying the
line with 601b. rails, and a. good many
sleepers, which were found not to be good
enough for relaying, have been replaced,
so that abont £8,000 more expenditure
lias had to be incurred than had been
estimated on this account. The sleepers
were jarrab. I think every bell. member
will agree that, as soon as possible, we
must improve the steep grades up Green-
mount, and complete the relaying with
601b. rails. I shall rejoice very much
when we can get rid of those heavy grades,
which are dangerous to traffic and most
expensive in working. The fourth item
is the purchase of land for the Perth
railway station and yards, buildings, &c.,
including iron bridge and improvement
to Barrack Street, £C85,000. This item
exceeds the amount stated in the resolu-
tion of 1898 by about £24,000, but the
previous estimate was based on the as-
sumption that £25,000 could be spared
from the works of the South- Western
Railway, but which it was hardly reason-
able to expect could be saved, as the
erection of a station at Bunibury had not
been provided for in that estimate. The
construction of the iron bridge over the
railway at Barrack Street, Perth, will
also involve san excess over the estimate,
by reason of the compensation to be paid
for the removal of the Working Men's

Institute, not originally provided for,
and which will cost a considerable sum.
Some other items also have cost more
than they were originally estimated at.
The fifth item, " Eastern Railway, mis-
cellaneous, £220,000." is practically the
samne as in the resolution of 1893, the
amount then estimated being £18,706.
It was intended, in that resolution, that
this sum should include the improve-
mnent of the Railway Workshops at Fre-
mantle, but it is not now probable that
much, if any, of that sum can be available
for the purpose, if the growing require-
ments of the Eastern Railway, especially
as regards wayside stations, have to be
met. The sixth item is "1Additional
rolling stock for existing lines, £60,000."
This includes the sum already provided
for by the resolution of January last;
and , of the total, about £40,000 has been
expended in obtaining additional rolling
stock, which was absolutely required;
and about £10,000 is required for equip-
ping the Northam and Bunbury lines.
The seventh item is" "Additional improve-
ments to opened railways (exclusive of
Eastern Railway), £100O;" and this is
a very necessary provision. The custom of
railway construction in England has been
to build up to the requirements of future
years, but in the colonies the practice is to
build up only to the present requirements,
and to bring up the lines to the increasing
demands from time to time. The * hith
item is "Railway Workshops, £20,000; "
and this must depend upon the report of
the commission, as to whether the work-
shops at Fremantle can be made suitable
for the increasing requirements, or whether
the commission will recommend removal
to a new site. So far as the Government
are concerned at present, no absolute
ultimaturn is expressed. The ninth item
is -"Roads, and also roads to railway
stations, £1000." In regard to this
item, the construction of railways through-
out the colony has bad this effect, that in
many places the railway runs at some
distance from the main road, and it is
necessary to provide roads for connecting
the main road with the railway. These
roads will cost a considerable amount;
and my friend the Commissioner of Rail-
ways tried to induce me to place -a large
sum on the annual Estimates for these
connecting roads, but I regret I was n-.
able to do so, therefore I have made
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provision in this loan to the extent of
about one-half of the amount of the item,
for this purpose. It is an urgent work,
and the country members especially will

recgnie that it is absolutely necessary
ohaeconnecting roads where the rail-

ways are some distance from the main
roads, as it is impossible that the traffc,
can reach the railways without some con-
siderable expenditure in makring con-
necting roads. I regret that the ordinary
revenue, as estimated for this year, would
not stand the expenditure required for
these roads. The tenth item is the "Devel-
opmentof goldfields and mineral resources,
£40,000." When we have completed
the construction of the Murchison tele-
graph line, and the 'line to Marble Bar,
and fullfilled other engagements, there
will be no funds left out of the loan of
1891 for these purposes, and we are bound
to make more provision in this Loan Bill
for works of this character- A telegraph
line from Southern Cross to Coolgardie
has become absolutely necessary, and in
fact the Government have had to order the
materials for this work at once. There is
also water sinking and conserving on the
Yilgarn goldfields and other goldields. in
the colony, and it is absolutely necessary
that the Government should have funds
for keeping pace with the requirements of
the country. The eleventh item is " Im-
provements to harbours and rivers, in-
cluding jetties and dredging, £16,000."1
I was advised, this year, through the great
demands on the public purse, to strike out
from the annual Estimates all items con-
nected with the jetties and harbour im-
provements along the vast coast-line of
the colony, and you are all aware there
are improvements going on all over the
colony, from Wyndham in the North, to
Eucla in the South, in the way of jetty
improvements and dredging; therefore
we ask for a stun of £15,000 to be in-
cluded in this Loan Bill, though it is
only a small a-mount, for the important
works which are required. The twelfth
item is " School Buildings, £15,000."1 I
may say the demand for school build-
ings all over the colony has become very
great; and this item, in the first instance,
found a place in the annual Estimates, but
had to be struck out because there was
not money available for it out of ordinary
revenue. I felt that this important re-
quirement could not be overlooked, and I

have, therefore, placed it in this loan
Bill; for I consider that, amongst necessary
public works, no one can reasonably
object to money being raised to provide
school accommodation, so as to tranu
and educate the youth of the colony.
Personally, I would have much preere
topac this item in the annual Estimates,
for expenditure out of ordinary revenue,
but there being no money available for it,
and the requirement being imperative, I
decided to include it in the loan schedule.
The last item is "1Charges and expenses of
raising. loans, £25,000." We have not
been able to realise the par value for our
loans; and the Legislature having voted,
say,. £100,000 for a particular work, we
have found there is a deficiency in the
amount obtained for our bonds; for as
our estimate of the cost of the work has
been based on the £ 100,000, and there is
not the full amount available from the
subscriptions received, a deficiency has to
be accounted for. It is much better, for
the purpose of keeping the accounts of
the colony, that the amounts voted by
Parliament should appear as the actual
sums available;i and, for that reason, we
propose, as is done elsewhere, to place
this sum in the schedule, not only to cover
the deficiency in the present loan, but
also the deficiency in the Loan of 1891.
Having now gone through each item in
the loan schedule, hon. members will
have to admit, whatever they may feel,
that every one of the items is most urgent,
and hon. members will have to admit also
that these works are imperatively neces-
sary. I am sure they will have to admit
that it is impossible to do without them.
This House is already committed to a
liability of £280,000, and there is £260,000
more that we ask for. It will be seen, on
analysing the schedule of the Bill, that
£120,000 of the amount is intended for
completing works already in hand, in
connection with the Yilgarn and Mullewa
Railways. These contracts are let, and
the sums coming due will have to be paid.,
to the amount of £1 20,000-I should say
the contracts for the greater portion are
let, but the contract for the water supply
on the Yilgarn Railway is not yet let,
though it will have to be. Then £315,000
is for urgent'works in connection with
the deviations on the Eastern Railway, the
Perth Railway station, and other railway
requirements, in Perth; additional rolling
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stock for existing lines, additional improve-
ments to opened railways, and the rail-
way workshops. If hon. members now
consider that we can do without the
deviations on the Eastern Railway, and
can do without soiiie other urgent works
in the schedule, then we need not
expend the money but may go on using
the present steep grades. There is aconsiderable amount of money in hand,
something like £100,000, which need not
be spent at the present time; but I think
it is absolutely necessary that the works
should go on and the money be spent in
completing them. We are continually
losing money by working the excessively
heavy grades up Greenmiount, and if we
do not spend the amount we propose in
improving the grades at the present time,
it is desirable that the G4overnmnut should
be authorised to improve those grades asi
soon as practicable. There are also
4105,.000 of the amount in the schedule
for the development of goldfields and
mineral resources and other important
works, nalking up the total to £540,000.
The main question we have to consider
is the financial position of the colony, and
whether we are in a position to incur
these liabilities. If hon. members con-
sider we are not able to bear this
burden, and that it is not proper we
should incur this responsibility, then
I say, "Necessity knows no law," and
although these requirements may be
very urgent, still if we cannot afford to
have them, we must do without them,
except so far as we have legal obli-
gations which we cannot get rid of.
If the House comes to the conclusion that
the colony should not incur this liability.
we must remain as we are, and comply
only with our legal obligations; but if,
on the other hand, you come to the con-
clusion that it is in the best interests of
the colony that these works should be
undertaken and completed, then we must
endeavour to bear the burden that this
further loan will east upon us. I told
you, in my Financial Statement, that on
the 30th of June last the debt of the
colony amounted to £2,165,718, or about
£34 per head of the population. I1 will
suppose that during the next two years
we borrow the £436,000 not yet raised
under the authority of the Loan Act of
1891, and also the £9540,000 which we
ask authority to spend under this Loan

'Bill, makring together £976,000: our in-
debtedness will then be £8,141,718, less
of course any amounts we pay on account
of the sinking fund. Then, supposing
we increase our population, during the
next two years, at the same rate of in-
crease as during the last two years,
namely, about 500 a month, on the aver-
age, and this is assuming a, very low rate
in view of our improved circumstances;
this rate of increase will make our popu-
lation 75,000 at the end of two years,
and the proportion of our indebtedness
will then be about £41 per head. But
if our population increases more quickly
during the two years, it is probable that
our indebtedness at the end of two years
will not be greater per head than it is at
present; because, if the population in-
creases more quickly, the ratio of debt
will be reduced from £41 per bead to the
lesser amount. What is the compara.-
tive indebtedness of other colonies at
the present time P I do not wish to go
into figures closely, because I have not
got the exact state of all the colonies;
but, speaking roughly, Queensland has a
debt of over £70 per head of population;
South Australia about £67 per head,
and Tasmania nearly £250 per head; so
that, if we look at what our position will
be at the end of two years, and if our
population increases only 500 a month,
we shall be in a better position then,
-with a debit of £41 per head, than any
of those colonies-a. considerable deal
better. Looking at these facts, and even
supposing we do not increase in our
pop~ulation as quickly as we all believe
and hope we shall, still there is no reason
at all to be alarmed at what our indebted-
ness will be, at the end of two years, even
if we borrow the whole of the amount we
propose to borrow. I have shown that,
with ordinary good fortune, the rate will
not be much more than U40 per head-a
burden which I do not 'hesitate to say 'we
can well bear. If we look at our present

postion, we should not be afraid to incur
thi extra liability, for there never was a
time in this colony when our prospects
were half so good; indeed, I guestion
-whether any colony was at any tune in a
more sound position, or had better pros-
pects. Fancy! our gold exports during
the past twelve months amounted in
declared value to £C276,876; and dur-
ing yesterday some 6,000 ounces of
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gold have come into Perth, found
within our own territory - between
£20,000 and £80,000 worth coming into
this city within the last day or two!
Some hon. members may ask what good
it does to us. It is doing us this great
good, that it is attracting to our shores an
increased population, and giving to this
colony a, popularity and attractiveness it
never had before, and which we never
expected it to acquire, throughout the
whole world-attracting people from the
great cities in, England, and especially
from the Eastern colonies of Australia.
Western Australia. is attracting more at-
ten tion and consideratidn now than at
any other period in our history. Our
population is increasing rapidly, and even
if we look at the prospects of our pas-
toralists and agriculturists, the season
is unprecedently favourable. I do not
think this is a time when we in the
colony, who have borne the burden and
heat of the day, during mnany years,
should be faint-hearted or despairing of
the country. If -we should despair now,
-why have we not despaired long ago, when
-we had difficulties and trials, and bad
seasons, and drought, and no gold found
in the country, but living in isolation
and almost unknown to the rest of the
world? If we should now despair of
the future, I say those who do despair
now have no faith in the country. If the
country will not prosper now, with all the
improved circumstances, how has it held
its own in the past? There is this great
fact, that the money we are borrowing -we
are spending wisely and well. We are
not spending it in wastefulness.. We are
building railways, for the most part, for

giin better and cheaper means of transit
thrugout this vast territory, and open-
ing up the lands and making them fit to
be settled upon and improved. And we
are introducing wise and liberal land laws
into the colony, the result of which will,
I believe, be of great benefit, and be most
encouraging to those who are thmnking of
occupying and cultivating the land. In
moving the second reading of this Bill,
I do so with a light heart, though quite
sensible of the responsibility that rests
upon me. I feel more keenly, perhaps,
than any other hon. member, the responsi-
bility that rests upon me, but I have fath
in the future of this colony, and I believe
the only way we are to prosper and

progress is by striking out boldly, by
trying to bring more closely together the
outlying portions of the colony by
connecting them by railways and giving
facilfities of transit, and by encouraging
the occupation and cultivation of the
land. I believe we are on the right
track, and, so long as we spend our
money wisely and carefully, I have no
reason to fear, but I feel every con-
fidence that, with wise administration and
with care and economy, we will be able
to make this country a better place to
come to, and a better place to live in,
than it is at present. I be to move the
second reading of the Bill,

MR. DisHAMEL: The remarks that
have fallen from the Premier render all
the more necessary a very keen criticism
of the proposals laid before us in this
Bill. I do not intend to weary members
-with any discourse on the question of the
amount of gold thbat is being raised-
which, though raised, goes away and is
of very little use to us. Neither do I
intend to go into b~roies about despair,
or the reverse. I hope to deal with this
Bill in a few words shortly, and I trust
wisely-to deal with facts and nothing
else. The first fact we have to take into
consideration, in dealing with such a
measure as this, is that when the Govern-
ment took office in December, 1890, the
public debt was one and a quarter mil-
lions. The first increase that was made
upon the debt was one and three-quarter
milions, which we sanctioned at the first
meeting of Parliament under Responsible
Government. Then we come to the
second advance, recently made, which the
Premier forgot this evening to remind
bon. members of; for when he told us his
figures, wbich made the total indebted-
ness £93,141,000, he forgot the £600,000
Midland Railway guaranitee, which raises
the indebtedness to £3,641,000. He says
this is a new era. It will indeed be a
new era, if we are to go on sanctioning
moneys being borrowed and expended as
they have been in the past two and a
half years. Since the present Govern-
ment came into office, the debt has been
raised, or will have been raised, if we
sanction this loan, from one and a quar-
ter millions to thr-ee and three-quarter
millions, or thereabouts. During the
eighteen years, from 1872 until about
1890, the debt of this colony increased at
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the rate of about £60,000 a year; but
during the two and a&ball years that the
present Government have held office, the
debt has increased, on the initiative of
the hon. gentleman himself, to the tune
of something like one million a year.

THE PRxxirba (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):
No, nio; we have borrowed only about a
million of it.

MR. DxHIAMEL: But you have ob-
tained authority to borrow at that rate.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):
Oh, oh!

MR. DEHAVIEL: If the Premier does
not intend to borrow this money, why
does he come before this House and ask
us to sanction it? The money will be
borrowed, and if that £436,000 remaining
from the previous lean could have been
got on the London market, it would have
been borrowed. What is the good of the
Premier's trying to challenge the figures
I have given, which are incontrover-
tibleP The Premier laughs. I hope,
before 1 have done - [Mx.. SIMPSON:
He will cry]. What, I would ask, does
the present application prove P It proves
that the Government estimates, on which
the first loan was based, were utterly
untrustworthy and unreliable.

Tun PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):-
You will prove that, I hope.

Mna. DsRAMELi: Yes, I will prove it
-and this in the face of the most extra-
ordinary combination of fortuitous and
advantageous circumstances that any
Government have been blest with. And
railway construction has never been done
so cheaply as it has been done during the
last two yeas-so cheaply, indeed, that
even savings on the estimated cost were
expected to be effected, or so we have
been assured. But have tese expecta-
tions proved in any way reliable? Now
we want the proof that the Premier asks
for. I1 will give it. We will first take
the Bunbury Railway. We were assured,
only last session, that out of the expen-
diture on that railway a awnn of £25,000
would be saved, and that this would
be placed, as its fair proportion, towards
the cost of the Perth railway improve-
ments and the new station, which were
to answer for the Eunbury as well as the
other Government railways. That was
quite fair and right; but has it been carried
out ? What reliance tan we place on
assurances given such as this, when we

find that they really amount to nothing 'r
Contrast that assurance with what we
were told in this House, only the other
might, when the Premier said it was
found that the increased expenditure on
the Bunbury Railway would not permit
of any surplus being taken from that
vote.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
That included the Busselton Railway,
and not only Bunbury.

Ma. DsHAXEL: And the Premier
went on to say, the result is that the
whole cost of the Perth Railway station is
to be provided out of a special vote of
£85,000, which is to be raised sepa-
rately. Therefore, none of the promised
£25,000 of saving from the Danbury
Railway vote will go towards that ob-
ject. Where, I would ask, has this
promised saving of £25,000 gone to?
Where has this increased expenditure,
which the Premier referred to, arisen?
I think I can answer that question pretty
shortly. It has arisen in building un-
necessary stations, or unnecessary goods
sheds, at Burawood, at Oannington, at
the Serpentine, and the erection of
ridiculous and extravagant outbuildings
or sheddings at Piiijaxrah, and last, not
least, in the proposal to build an utterly
unnecessary and extravagant railway sta-
tion at iBunbury. I say that in the ex-
penditure on the JBunbury Rtailway the
Government have deliberately wasted the
public funndsa of this colony, which have
been entrusted to their care. I say they
have " overrun the constable," and they
now ask us to help them out of the diffi-
culties caused by their want of fore-
thought, if not by actual extravagance
and mismanagement. They ask us to
provide further funds. I ask, what for ?
Are these further funds to be provided
to enable the Government to squander
them, as I say they ba-re squandered a
portion of the funds we have already
entrusted to their handsP I say they
have not even dlone this wasting of
the public funds with their eyes shut.
They have been warned, time and again,
in this House, and yet they have con-
tinued this reckless and extravagant
policy all through, from one end to the
ether- The next item of proof I come
upon is the Yilgarn Railway. There we
are asked to provide £34,000 to complete
that line. Why. it was but the other
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day that the whole of the colony, almost,
was ringing with the remark that the
price at which this railway contract work
had been let was wonderfully low-that
the construction was to cost only £871
per mile, and I believe that such a low
price as that was unprecedented in rail-
way history, and far below the Govern-
ment estimate.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Eight miles longer than the estimate in
the Loan Act.

MR. DEHAMETJ: It was then spoken
of as another wonderful stroke of luck for
the Government, and so it was; but how
is it that we suddenly find ourselves call-
ad upon, after all this wonderful luck and
after this cheap construction, to provide
another £34,000 to build that line? The
explanation is now given in this way, that
this deficit is chiefly caused by the ex-
penditure to obtain the necessary water,
and a bonus of £2,600 to the contractor
for finishing his contract by the B0tb of
June next.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
And the line being eight miles longer.

MR. R. F. SHaLL : It was surveyed
when the contract was let.

MR. DsHAMEL: I take the two ex-
cuses that were offered to this House, the
other night, when the Financial Statement
was delivered. The first wa~s that water
for any railway is a necessity. That is
an aiom. There was no new discovery
in the fact that the railway could not be
run without water. It was therefore
known, from the first, that water would
have to be provided; and I say the pro-
vision of water for that line ought to have
been included in the estimates that were
first submitted to this House. If the pro-
vision of water were included in those es-
timates, then itwill not explain this deficit;
but if it were not included, then I say
the Government were at fault in putting
estimates before us which did not include
such a necessary thin as the supply of
water.

Tnn PnEmIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
We had not been in office more than
three weeks when we brought that in.

MR. DERHAML: Then it proves the
utter unwisdom of the Government in
introducing a Loan Bill so soon after
taking office. It is undoubtedly the duty
of the Government to provide members of
this House with the fullest information

in the estimates they place before the
House. It is impossible for members to
find out these things. The Government
know them, and members are bound to
accept the assurances of the Government
on these matters, and in this instance I
say the Government have failed in a
manifest duty to the House. Now, I
come to the next item of the excess, which
is the bonus of X2,500 to the contractor.
It is not the amount that astonishes me,
but I have seldom been more astonished
than I was when I heard the Premier
state that he had promised to give this
bonus to the contractor. I say the Pre-
mier and the Government have deliber-
ately set the wishes of this House at de-
fiance in this matter. On the 12th of
January last a motion was made by the
lion, member for Toodyay that a bonus
should be given to the contractor if
he would complete the Yilgarn rail-
way six mouths sooner than the contract
date, which was the 31st December, 1894.
That motion was dealt with in this House
in a way I have seldom seen a motion
dealt with. It was hardly treated seri-
ously, but was so ridiculed that it was
laughed out. There is no motion I have
seen thrown out with so much contumely
as that motion was.

THE PREmipaR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
There was no necessity, then.

MR. DuH AMEL: And what were the
words of the Attorney General on that
occasion ? He said, in reply:-" Although
"'the object may be a laudable one, to

accelerate the completion of this railway,
"hon. members will know at once the
"Government could not think of support-
"ing this motion, chiefly on the ground
"that, having accepted a. tender and made
"a contract, to add another term to the
"contract would be unfair to the other
"tenderers. I question whether it would
"have helped forward the construction of
"the railway if we had put such a term

"in the contract, because, as has been
:'pointed out, these works are completed
"as quickly as possible, otherwise nothing
"is ade out of them." That was the

statement of the Attorney General, in
support of the throwing out of that mo-
tion. I say that no Government, trading
on the blind support of a too loyal follow-
ing, dare have ventured to take such a
course as the present Government have
dlone in this matter. It is not the amount,
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but it is the principle, I object to. Have
we returned indeed to the dark ages-
have we returned to the time when we
are to adopt the principle that " the king
can do no wrong ?" Surely not; and if
some members of this House deem them-
selves honoured when the Government set
at defiance their expressed wishes, I can
tell those members I am not one who can
feel honoured that my wishes are thus de-
liberately set aside, when those wishes
form a part of the wishes of the
House as a whole, and are not the
wishes of an individual only. I trust
that if hon. members do not take
such a course as will support the honour
of this House, their feelings will lead
them to repel conduct which would not
be attempted by Ministers in ay other
Assembly in the world. I come next to
the Mullewa, Railway, and here we are
asked to provide a sum of .£86,000 for
its completion. What are the factsP
That railway was included in the Loan
schedule of 1891, and was passed solely
on the assurance that the railway would
cost only £100,000. It was carried only
by a narrow squeak, and I am perfectly
certain that if, on that occasion, it had
been known that this railway would cost
£150,000-much less £186,000--that
railway would not have been sanctioned at
all. The Government having got in the
thin end of the wedge, by this sanction of
£100,000, came again before this House
in 1892-and said the £100,000 would not
complete the railway, and they asked for
£2180,000; and this House deliberately
and emphatically refused to grant it, and
granted only £60,000 more.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
The Governmtent neverasked forX180000.
They asked for a sufcient sum to finish
the railway, and I limited the amount to
£650,000, afterwards.

ME. DEHAMEL.: It is distinctly in
my recollection that the amount men-
tioned was £180,000, and that £150,000
only was the amo unt that was sanctioned
by this House. Then we find that suim
will not complete the railway, and the
Government now come and say, "Will
you advance us another £36,000, and then
we will complete it ?" Why, this work
is to cost nearly double the amount of
the estimate originally placed before us;
aud, really, in the face of things like this,
I ask hon. members: what reliance can

we place on the assurances of the Gov-
ernment in regard to these estimates of
the cost of public works which they place
before us? And on what, plea, I would
ask, is such further amount sought? As
to one moiety, we find that it is owing to
the purchase of land at Geraldton, amount-
ing to £21,000, instead of X5,000 as
expected. Tn this instance, the Govern-
ment estimates were about right, but the
Government allowed themselves to be
deliberately and distinctly "had," on the
question of the land at Geraldton. If,
instead of taking that land, as soon as
this heavy and unnecessary increase in the
price was asked for, the Government had
said, "No; we will just take the two
allotments which will enable us to connect
the line as it is at present, with a loop to
the new jetty, but we will not take any of
that other load for removing the railway
from the main road into the land along-
side." It was to the interest of the people
at Geraldton that the railway should be
moved from the road on to the private
land, and if the Government had put
their foot down firmly and said, "Unless
you agree to the price we offer, we will not
take the land, and we will leave the rail-
way where it is," I say emphatically the
people of Geraldton would have taken the
offer, which was a fair and reasonable one.
The Government have simply thrown
away £15,000 or £216,000 at Gerald-
ton, for want of a little firmness,
when the hard-headed Northerners at
Geraldton proved too strong for them.
What was the excuse given to us by the
Treasurer, the other night, as to the
reason fox paying this heavy increased
cost? It was one, to my mind, rivalled
in its audacity only by its extreme in-
genuity. The reason given was this: "At
the present time it must be admitted that
the bold policy which the present Govern-
ment have initiated is resulting in greatly
increasing the value of land." Now I
deny this statement in tote. I say the
value of land has distinctly fallen, and in
many parts of the colony' land is at the
present moment actually unsaleable. This
is proved by a little thing I saw in an
evening paper yesterday, wherein a bank-
rupt under examination proved that the
whole of his liabilities to secured and un-
secured creditors amounted only to.£2,100,
whereas the total value of his property is
X6,620. There is a big surplus in that,
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and yet that mn cannot sell this pro-
perty, and has to go bankrupt.

TEE COoMMISSIONER OF CR~OWN LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Mannion):. That man said
that if he could get one of his deeds out
of the bank he could pay all his debts.

X&. DEHAMEL- The conduct of the
Premier, in all his holdings up to us, and
through us to the people, of this bold
policy of which he always speaks, reminds
me very much of the ostrich. The ostrich
has a way of trying to hide its head. in
the sand, and then thinking it hides itself
so completely that no one can se it. The
Premier possibly thinks that, by holding
out continually that this policy has been
such a bold one, he will persuade us and
the people of the colony that the policy is
really a bold one. I believe he has per-
suaded himself, and he hopes, like the
ostrich, to carry that persuasion to others.
In the same way he tells the people that
the colony is so prosperous. Well, I am
always being asked where this 'prosperity
is. People say their bankring accounts
axe in anything but a prosperous condi-
tion; and I believe the Premier has really
persuaded himself that, because he has a,
good salary and also a pension, and has
no 'financial diffculties, the colony is in a
prosperous position, so long as he is not
troubled with such difficulties. But I say
that telling the people this will not satisfy
them. They say it is not so, and they
will use their own sense and judgment,
and when the right time comes their ver-
diet will be that the policy of the Gov-
ernment, this bold policy that the Premier
would wish them to believe it to be, has
not made the colony so prosperous as he
tells them it is. Other items are, " East-
ern Railway, miscellaneous, £20,000,"
and "Additional rolling stock for existing
lines, £60,000," making together £80,000.
These railway sitores have increased, dur-
ing the time of the present Government,
from only a few thousands in value until
they are nearly a quarter of a million in
value, and yet we are asked for all this addi-
tional money to buy more rolling stock. Is
the money wisely and prudently expended
forthispurpose? Nowwe havein the colony
half a dozen new railway saloon carriages.
I have called for a rettin, which is not
yet furnished, but I am told these carri-
ages, delivered here, cost about £21,100
each. Taking them at that, I am told
they will carry only 20 people each; and

yet the old carriages we used to run car-
r ied 64 people each, and cost about £800.

IIf this be the case, it shows that even ini
the rolling stock the money is rolling
.sadly away. I think I have said enough
to show a large amount of leakage in the
first loan. But, in addition to the things
I have mentioned, I will call attention to
the post and telegraph stations, hospitals,
and police stations in all parts of the
colony which have been erected, perhaps
not unnecessarily, but at an unnecessary
cost; and this is the way in which the
money has been squandered. The Gov-
ernment admit they have £436,000 of the
Loan of 1891 still to raise, and I cannot
see why we should at present authorise

ithe raising of any more. It is quite open
to them to raise and spend that, We
gave them a Treasury Bills Bill to raise
money in that way, so that the Govern-
ment have every power to raise that
amount. I say ltthem raise it, and if
that money is spent by them more judi-
ciously than the loan money has been
spent in the past, I have no doubt we will
authorise them to raise and spend more.
But why, in a time like this, should we
be asked to authorise a loan of over half
a million of money? As to the £280,000
which the House has sanctioned, I am
content to let that rest; but I do object
to our giving any further amount than that
at present. The Premier has referred-and
I was pleased with the way in which he
did refer to this one subject-to the devi-
ationsa on the Eastern Railway for im-
proving the grades up Greenmount. I
am strongly of opinion that that deviation
is necessary, but I am not of opinion that
it is an absolule necessity at the present
time. The very thing I was going to
suggest has been practically held out by
the Premier himself, and that is that the
work might be withheld for a time. I
should be sorry to see it withheld for any
great length of time, but having regard
to the circumstances of the colony, and
the great amiount we have added to the
debt during the two and a. half years, it
would be wisdom to post pone this work
for perhaps the next twelve months. I
have said enough to show what are my
main objections to the Loan Bill now
before us. It is not that I want to throw
the Bill out altogether, but I should like
an expression of opinion from hon. mem-
bers to the effect that a Loan Bill shall

I
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be authorised, but that it shall be limited
to e2280,000, being the actual amount
already authorised, with perhaps another
£220,000 for any special pressing pur-
pose.

MR. SIMPSON: After carefully think-'
ing out the subject, the hon. member for
'Albany has favoured us to-night with his
reasons for objecting to this Bill. There
is no do ubt he has, to his own satisfaction,
furnished exact and careful reasons for
the course he has taken, and he considers
he is quite entitled to offer as much op-
position as possible to this Bill. That is
on the 6th September, 1893, but on the
6th of January, 1893, the hon. member
had rather different views. I have before
me some remarks he made then, on the
resolution submitted by the Premier 'with
regard to the vote of £230,000, and I dare
say this House will remember that the
hon. gentleman, in speaking on railway
matters, referred. to that great authority.
Mr. " Satan " Brown, from whom he had
gathered important information, and the
hon. gentleman said, in concluding his
address, "On this occasion I am thor-
oughily in accord with the Premier and the
Government, in regard to this resolution,
and it gives me great pleasure in support-
ing it.".

Mn. DEHAMEL: So I do now-the
£280,000.

MR. SIM1PSON: Isam glad the hon.
gentleman is supporting the Government,
because he is giving us such a mournful
tale, and such a pathetic warning to the
Government, which may not have much
effect on them, that one might conclude
the whole position of the colony is hope-
less. It was suggested by the Premier
that we are not going to rush into
the money market immediately for this
£540,000. One would almost imagine,
from what the hon. member for Albany
says, and I suppose he speaks with a
knowledge of the responsibility, the great
responsibility, that attaches to the leader
of "Her Majesty's Opposition," and
knowing that his utterances will be care-
fully reported, and be read by gentlemen
in thie financial world, and if those gentle-
men believe his conclusions - that this
money is wastefully and extravagantly
expended upon a. railway connecting Ben-
bury with Perth, and on the Yilgaxn
Railway; instead of knowing, as we do,
that the revenue fromngoods and passengers

already carried over the Hunbury line is
very satisfactory, and I have no hesitation
in saying, from what I know of the traffic
to the goldfields, that an immnesvn
in the cost of transit to Yilgarn is already
effected by the Yilgaa-n Railway being
opened as far as the construction is com-
pleted . Reference was also made to the
Mullewa Railway, and there is no doubt
a great difference between the estimated
cost and the item now before this House.
But the first estimate was more of a con-
jecture than a calculated sum. Although
we have grave public obligations, yet I
have very little doubt that when these
railways have been completed, and within
five years from this time, we might easily
get an offer from a company or syndicate
to take over our national debt and pay it
off, if we would give them our railways
as an equivalent for the debt. This Bill
is to complete and perfect, and make re-
venue-producing, a series of public works
which have not been completed up to the
present. The figures I have heard about
extravagant railway stations, and matters
of that kind, have appalled me, lately. I1
have heard one gentleman say that one
country station has cost nearly £1,400,
and he believed he was the only passenger
who used it, and that .the white ants
had already almost eaten it away, the
wood being karri, brought into a jarrab
country. I think there has been extrava-
gances with regard to the railway stations
on the South-Western line, and, seeing
alterations which are occurring so rapidly,
I cannot understand why our Engineer-
in-Ohief has designed stations intended to
suit the traffic so far into the future.
The colony has not developed sufficiently
in the country districts to require ex-
travagant railway stations. Still, we do
not want paltry station buildings, Ra I
think it is our duty, if we believe in the
public works policy of the present Gov-
ernment, to support them, while I also
hope there will be care taken in not

Spending too much on ornamientation in
the public buildings now going on. I
saw a post-office going up, the other day,
'which has eight different places to get in
at-you can get in at five different win-
dows and three doors, and these openings
cost money. The contractor told me he
really considered, in the interest of that
place, that £60 could have been saved in-
stead of having so many unnecessary
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openings. We should not go into highly
ornamental buildings.

MR. A. FORREST: I intend to sup-
port the important Bill now before the
House, because I consider it is absolutely
necessary, in the interest of the colony,
that further money should be brough
into the colony in the present dearth of
money. I do not altogether agree with
the Premier's remark, that the colony is
in a financially good position, because
we hear on all sides, and in the city
especially, that things are not what they
are represented to be. Those who are
engaged in commerce or finance axe fully
aware of the tightness of money. It is
almost impossible, at present, to obtain
the ordinary banking accommodation re-
quired in trade, and one of our great
banking institutions is calling up the ad-
vances previously made to people in this
colony. These are facts which cannot be
disputed. Even those persons who are
in a position to offer the largest possible
amount of securities are not able to obtain
money from banks or financial institui-
tions at present, and, under these circum-
stances, the colony cannot be in the posi-
tion the Premier has stated to-night.
Only yesterday a large financial institu-
tion called upon a certain person to pay up
an advance which he had obtained, and, al-
though he offered to double the amount of
securities which he had given for the accom-
inodation, so that he might not be re-
quired to pay up the money immediately,
the reply was: "We don't want more
securities; we require the sovereigns we
lent you." This incident does not show
that the large financial institutions have
confidence in this colony. On these
grounds alone I say it is absolutely neces-
sary that further money should be brought
into the country. To show that this
House and members of the Government
have confidence in the colony, and that
they are not afraid to borrow money, we
ought to pass this Loan Bill. A few
years ago, it was no more trouble to bor-
row money and give security, than it was
to walk down to this House; but at the
present time you may apply to any bank
or financial institution, and you will find
they cannot do anything for you. The
hon. member for Albany has read out a
paragraph from a newspaper, showing
that a well-known citizen, for the sake of
a small advance for which he had given

a large security, was obliged to meet his
creditors, whereas a few years ago, in like
circumstances, that citizen would no more
have thought of calling his creditors to-
gether than flying to the moon. It is
absolutely necessary that more money
should be brought into the colony. Our
goldfields are turning out a large amount
of gold, and no doubt the gold costs nearly
as much as it represents in value, but
although it is sent out of the colony,
there can be no doubt that it comes back
in the form of goods, and must produce
an immense deal of benefit to the colony.
With regard to the Yilgarn and Mullewa
Railways, I think the amounts asked for
in the Bill are absolutely necessary. The
amount required for the Yilgarn line is
not to increase the contract price, but to
provide for water, which was not included
in the original estimate. The same ap-
plies to the MulHewn Railway, which has
proved to be a heavier work than was
roughly estimated in the first instance.
I wish to have some information as to the
item for developing the goldfields and
other mineral resources. I think the
Government have been a. little lax in the
developmeut of those gold mines in which
a large amount of private capital has
been spent-I mean the mines at South-
ern Cross. To-night a telegram has
been received stating that the lead-
ing mines have closed down, that the
water supply has gone dry, and that
the mine from which the water was
got has now no more than sufficient for
its own wants, and it has ceased to
supply the other mines with the water on
which they depended. I think the Gov-
ernment should have provided a sufficient
supply for the whole of the mines at
Southern Cross. The amount of money
which has been paid to the Central Mine
by the others, for water, would have been
more than sufficient to pay for a large
tank being sunk. Considering that nearly
£100,000 has been spent by these mnn
companies, the Government should have
taken some steps for carrying out the
wishes of the population at Southern
Cross, and of others having interests
there. A bore was attempted to be put
down, but has been since abandoned.
They are now sinking in the old shaft,
and hoping to get water there. The
reason why the mining companies have
not done it for themselves is the want of
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funds. The Government have been sup-

plyn the town of Fremantle with water
during many years, at an expense of £600
a year, and it will be found that £20,000
has been spent in providing that supply;
but what have the Government done at
Southern Cross? They have spent a
large sum in buying boring machinery,
which they have not worked.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir 3. Forrest):
We offered a bonus, last year. for the
mining companies to sink deeper, and try

to get water ; and now you ask for a
tank.

Ma. A. FORREST: I shall support
the second reading of this Bill.

Ka. R. F. SHOLL: Though I expected
the Government to bring down a Loan
Bill, I hardly expected such a formiidabke
schedule as this attached to it. Of course
there have been resolutions passed author-
ising the Government to expend certain
sums on particular works; and I thought
that when the Government said they
would introduce a Loan Bill, they were
going to ask for legislative authority to
construct those works. But there are
many items in this schedule which, in
committee, I shall try to reduce-I fear,
however, with very little hope of success.
There is a sum of £234,000 for the com-
pletion of the Yilgarn Railway, and I
should like to have heard an explanation
why that sum is required. The sum
originally sanctioned in the first loan
schedule was £824,000; the length of
the line was 167 miles, at £871 per mile,
giving a total of £145,457; there are the
extra miles to add to the length at the
same rate; and we have not heard what
has become of the balance of £178,548.
As the Government are removing all
the rails from the Eastern Railway; and
relayingr with heavier roil., and as the
lighter rails may he used for the Yil-
gan line, I cannot see how that line

isging to cost, roughly, £170,000 for
risand other equipment. It appears

to me that our professional advisers spend
a great deal too much money on stations
and ornamentations, instead of putting
the money into useful works. I can point
to several examples-one on the South-
Western Railway, where £1,200 or
£1,300 has been spent, while a couple of
hundred would have been amnple. If the
Government would build platforms with
shielter from the rain, and erected goods

sheds to keep off the weather, this would
be all the people expect. If the Govern-
ment economised in this direction, their
action would meet with more approval
than the expenditure of these large. sums.
I do not know that this is a time when
the Government should raise another loan,
except for works already sanctioned. Be-
fore this money can be raised, this House
will be defunct, and probably there wrnl
be another Rouse which may not approve
of this schedule; there will also be
another Government in office, or a shuf-
fling of the cards; I do not think this is
a time for raising a loan, except for the
amounts already sanctioned. It would
have been much better to leave this loan
schedule until the next session, and if the
present Government are then in office
they can then bring forward their schedule.
It does appear to me rather strange that
a House nearly expired-

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir . Forrest):
Another year yet.

Ma&. R. F. SHOLL : The money will
not be raised within another year, and it
would have been better to leave this
matter until after the elections. The
Premier sa-id we have been striking
out a bold policy. There is no doubt
he has, and it has been a very costly
one, besides being bold. The loans
have been raised at a rate not justified by
the population we haive; and as for com-
paring our indebtedness, per head, with
that of other colonies, I think the other
colonies regret they have borrowed so
much. I do not think it is a happy com-
parison to compare the rate per head with
that of the other colonies. When this
Bill goes into eoniniittee, I shall certainly
move to strike out some items from the
schedule.

Mat. MONGER: I siball. not oppose the
second reading, but I cannot alow this
opportunity to pass without, perhaps for
the lest time, recalling to the minds of
the Ministry the great mistake they made
in the route of the Yilgarn Railway. For
the first time we hear that this railway
is eight miles longer than was at first an-
ticipated. When the consideration of the
route came before this House, about two
years ago, we were given certain figures,
which were acted upon by this House;
and I think that even the Premier will
now agree that if we had been told at
that time that the line from Niorthamn was
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actually eight miles longer than was then
stated, the line would never have started
from Northamn.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS (Hon.
H. W. Venn): The eight miles longer
would have been common to both routes,
whether from Northamn or York.

MR. MONGER: It is all very well to
tell us that, but we have got nothing to
show that this would have been the cae.
We are asked now to vote £34,000 more
to complete this line, which in the first
instance was estimated to cost, as calcu-
lated by the Engineer-in-Chief for both
lines, say £216,000 for construction. But
instead of the line costing that amount, a
tender was accepted for about X147,000,
leaving the Government with something
like £270,000 in hand, and not taken into
consideration in their estimate. Not-
withstanding this £70,000 which was
Saved to the country in the contract price,
we are now asked to vote a sum of
£34,000 for the completion of the line.
Before I can agree to this item in the
loan schedule, I shall certainly want ex-
planations from the Government as to the
way in which that money is going to be
expended. Granted that the water diffi-
culty is a very serious item of expense, I
fail to see that the question of water is

going, to cost the country an amount of
£100,000, as9 the difference between the
estimated cost of the line and the amount
we are now asked to vote, added to the
£270,000 saved in the price of construc-
tion.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Where are the rasP

MR. MONGER: I am simply going on
the figures of the Engineer-in-Chief.
His estimate for the construction was
£216,000, and, instead of the construc-
tion costing that amount, a tender was
accepted for about £270,000 less; and,
notwithstanding that large difference, we
are now asked to vote a further sum of
£34,000, the only reason given being the
difficulty of providing water. As regards
the Mullewa Railway, I agree with most
of the previous speakers that the amount
of £10,000 for a railway station at Ger-
aldton is altogether out of proportion to
the value of the work, and not in accord-
ance with the requirements. I am pleased
to see in the Bill an item for roads, but
yet am sorry it embraces a further item of
"roads to railway stations." If the latter

part hailbeen leftout, Ishouldhavesaid the
item was worthy of support. While we are
dealing with a loan, the best thing for the
Government to do is to place a sufficient
sumn in the schedule for the requirements
(if the various road boards in the colony.
At present the annual Estimates simply
allow £15,000 for the requirements of all
the road boards in the colony for the next
twelve months, and that sum is altogether
inadequate. The Government should have
put, in this loan schedule, a su= suffi-
cient for the maintenance of the various
roads of the colony, and not merely for
roads to connect with new railway sta-
tions. In committee I shall have some
suggestions to make a regards certain
items in the schedule. I cannot sit down
without expressing my surprise at the
Government asking members to support
a Loan Bill for over half-a-million of
money to be expended in Geraldton and,
districts South of Geraldton, without pro-
viding a single penny to be expended
farther North than Geraldton. I am not
at all surprised that the people in the
North, at times, express dissatisfaction
with the treatment they receive. Here
we are represented by a Ministry whose
interests should be as much in the North
as in the South, whose members come
from the South ; and I can only attribute
the wants of the North being overlooked
in this Loan Bill to the fact that they
have not more representatives in this
House who are sent here from the North-
ern towns.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
The Attorney General is a North mem-
ber.

Mn. MONGER: He is away from the
House just now. I am sorry that greater
consideration has not been shown to the
North, in this Bill. I shal support the
second reading.

Mn. CON-NOR: I am sorry that I can-
not support the second reading of the
Bill, for the reason which has just been
advanced by the hon. member for York,
and that is the entire absence from this
Loan Bill of a single penny provided for
expenditure to the northward of Gerald-
ton. The hon. member for West Kim-
berley says £2,000 is to be expended
there. Still, that is a very small per-
centage of the amount, in comparison with
the revenue which is derived from the
districts northward of Geraldton. In the
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debate on the anbal Estimates, last night,
I am sorry the Premier had a sneer at
the town which I have the honour to re-
present.

TEE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
No sneer was intended.

MR. CONNOR: I took it as such, but
hope I was wrong in doing so. I stall
ask the Premier to remember that, small
as the place is at present, it was the cradle
of the industry which has placed this
colony in the position which it at present
holds. I refer to the gold industry. I
hope also it is the cradle of an industry
which will, before long, astonish this
colony. I refer to the pastoral industry.

TEE DiRECToR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Veen): What about the
£40,000 in the loan schedule, for the
development of goldfields, and mineral
resources ?

MR. CONNOR: I must express my dis-
sent from the Bill, believing that the
Northern part of the colony is badly
treated in it.

MR. PIESSE: I regret that the Gov-
ernment have found it necessary to ask
for this further sum, in addition to the
amounts previously sanctioned; yet, al-
though this loan will burden the colony
to some extent, I do not offer any direct
opposition to it. I would like to record
the same objection as was raised by the
hon. member for York, with reference to
the Yi~garn Railway. When the evidence
was being taken before a. select com-
mittee, with reference to the route of that
railway, I particularly asked questions
about the water supply, and although no
direct answers were given at the time, yet
I could anticipate there would be some
expense which the Government did not
clearly see at the time, with regar to
providing water along the railway trough
a waterless country. No provision had
evidently been made; and now we find an
item of £34,000 for completing the rail-
way, in which the water supply will have
to be provided. It is one of the troubles
which I knew at the time would crop up,
and it ought to have influenced the Gov-
ernment in favour of starting the railway
from York instead of Northam, because
there would be better country to pass
through and a better water supply. I
am afraid this is one of the blots upon
the career of the Governent. If this
railway had started from York, it would

have helped the districts further South,
and there would have been a greater
benefit to the colony; although a sugges-
tion was thrown out, as a sop, about a
loop line being carried from Bleverley
eventually. I think that even this
X34,000 additional will be found insuffi-
cient, unless water is carried from some
of the pools. Even now, taking all the
central portiou of the colony, the rainfall
is less than half what it has been in the
York district, and there will be an

inmense amount of trouble in provid-
ing water. It is to be hoped that, in the
future, a water supply will be looked
to more than anything else in the East-
ern districts. The Premier referred to
telegraph extension, and I hope that an
extension of the Broomehill to Beverley
telegraph line will be connected with
Mount Barker, because now that we have
such a large amount of telegraph business
with the Eastern colonies, the breaking
of the line connecting us with the Eatern
colonies must mean a serious loss;j and
it will not cost much to connect the tele-
graph line from Broomehill to Mount
Barker; and so provide a sufficient means
of tra~nsmitting messages in case of break-
age between the Williams and Bannister,
or between Bannister and Perth, where
breakage is frequently happening, and
the whole communication being cut off for
a time. I think it is not good form, on
the part of the hon. member for Albany,
to discourage the connection of the tele-
graph with other parts of the colony, and
he ought to support the third line of com-
munication which I suggest, by way of
Mount Barker, as the falling of a tree
across either of the other lines may at any
time break the connection. If this is not
proposed, I shall take an opportunity of
moving an amendment that some other
item be reduced to provide for this tele-
graph extensionu I am glad to see that
a sum is to be provided for school build-
ings. Many of the present school build-
ings axe unsuitable. Some schools are
held in tents, and in the summer the heat
is unbearable. Other schools are held in
small galvanised iron buildings, which axe
not suitable. Generally, I must agree
that most of the items on the loan
schedule seem to be quite necessary,
although I regret that our liabilities are
to be increased. The argument of the
hon. member for West Kimberley, about
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bringing in more money, is not sound. AUl
who axe connected with business must
know that everything commercial is at a
standstill, through the financial crisis; but
the introduction of capital by borrowing it
for public works will not help us now any
more than it has done in the past. Uni-
less we do what we know is necessary for
developing the country, we may just as
well let the money remain where it is.
Bringing money into Perth, or Pre-
mantle, or other centres, does not develop
the country, unless we have people going
on to the land and developing its agicul-
tursi and mineral resources, and unless
this be done, we shall have nothing with
which to pay the interest on the large
debt we are incurring.

MR. CANNING: If the various items
in the Bill represented entirely new pro-
jects, we might very fairly consider the
wisdom of authorising them. But the
main purpose to which the proposed loan
is to be applied is the completion of works
long since authorised, and which are
much more necessary now than when first
started; and unless these works are car-
ried out, and done expeditiously, the pro-
mise of prosperity and of the amneliora-
tion of the present condition of things in
the colony will certainly be disappoint-
ing. All hon. members must be satisfied
in their minds of the necessity for obtain-
ing the money required to complete these
works. The only difficulty that presents
itself, to my mind, is as to whether the
money will be obtained. I think that if
the proper meanDs be taken to con-
vince the British public as to the real
character of our resources, the money
will be obtained, and will be only an in-
stalment of the money that will find its
way, through other channels, into this
colony, outside of our loans. Even if I
were disposed to criticise closely the finsan-
ci policy of the Government, no other
course is open to mec than to support the
second reading of this Bill.

MR. MOLLOY: In common with the
majority of hon. members, I deplore that
the necessity exists for the introduction
of another Loan Bill. H1owever, the items
in the schedule seem to demonstrate the
necessity of completing the works which
were origially set down for inadequate
amounts, and bringing them to a success-
ful issue. It is to be deplored that it
should have heen found necessary to ex-

pend such a large amount of mouey for
the construction of the Mullewa, Railway.

MR. CANNIG: One of the most im-
portant works in the colony.

Miz. MOLLOQY-: This railway may be,
in the opinion of some lhon, members,
one of the most important works, but I
venture to say that, on this subject, there
will be a great difference of opinion, and
in nmy opinion the expenditure in this
direction will be a constant source of loss
tothe colony. The interest alone upon the
cost of construction will be considerable;
besides which the working expenses will
create a tax or an annual loss of about
£10,000. Considering the character of
the country traversed by this railway, we
will find that the land there will never
sustain such a settled population as will
justify the expenditure on this railway.
The greater portion of it runs through a
desert, which can never bepopulated, and-to
expect that settlement will follow the
construction of such a railway is exceed-
ingly unreasonable. The schedule pro-
poses a. further expenditure for improv-

ing the grades on the Eastern Railway,
and relaying the line with 60lb. rails.
This is a very necessary work, and the
expenditure will lessen the cost of main-
tenance to such a degree that it will be
found a very profitable investment. The
amount set down for the purchase of
land for the Perth railway station and
yards seems a large sum; but, consider-
ing the development of the country, and
the growing needs of the colony, the
amount is only reasonable. The other
items in the schedule are not unreason-
able, but it is a question whether there is
a. necessity at the present time, before
the expenditure of the last moiety of the
previous loan, that we should saddle our-
selves with the additional cost of the
various works here set down. In view of
the altered circumstances of the colony,
it would perhaps have been wiser if some
of the items had been deferred; but the
completion of the Yilgarn Railway at an
additional cost of £84,000, considering
the low contract price per mile for the
construction, does not say much for the
accuracy of the estimate made for this
work. The greatest objection I have is
to the amount put down for the comple-
tion of the Mullewa, Railway. We have
had several discussions on the subject,
and the last time this House was asked
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to consider this work it was determined
that the extra cost should not exceed
£250,000, but now we find the item has
increased to E farther amount of £36,000.
When we are also reminded that the cost
of the railway station at Geraldton will
be about £20,000, 1 think this should
make us pause before we vote the sum
here set down. It is well! known that in
the chief town of the colony, for the past
twelve years, where the principal railway
station accommodation is required, we
have had a small station, which was built
at a cost of £2,000 or £3,000; yet we
see the large provision which is being
made at Geraldton. This item in the
schedule for the Mullewa Railway, which
includes the large expenditure in Gerald-
ton, will afford an opportunity for bon.
members to express their opinion on it in
committee, and to endeavour to effect a
saving Considering the depression in
business which exists, we should apply
ourselves to the consideration of economy,
and we should be careful before commit-
ting ourselves to any sanguine views as
to the future. Having been only two and
a half years under our present system of
Government, and having committed our-
selves to such a large loan as that which
was authorised in 1891, it is to be re-
gretted that we should now find it neces-
sary to increase our indebtedness to the
extent of over half-a-millon. We are re-
minded that our population is increasinag
considerably, and that our indebtedness
per head is not now so much as it was an-
ticipated it would be when the first Loan
Billwas introduced. But there may be
a check placed on us at any- moment in
this direction, and the sanguine views of
the Premier may not be realised; and,
having regard to this consideration, it
would be well to consider, in committee,
whether it would not be wiser to cut
down the amounts in the schedule to as
low a limit as possible, in view of the
absolute necessity for it.

Mu. COOWWORTHY:- As one of the
"too loyal majority who supported the
Government," I should say a, word or
two. The Government have been accused
of making very bad estimates of the rail-
ways they proposed to construct. Con-
sidering the time in which the estimates
were made, and the absence of any pro-
fessional1 knowledge to guide them, I
think they are rather to be congratulated

on the result. The amiount estimated for
the construction of the South-Western
Railway was above the actual contract
price; and with regard to the Mullewa,
Railway, which the hon. member for
Perth has just objected to, if he were in
a responsible position would he bring in
a motion that the Mullewa railway work
be stopped ? The time when the line was
proposed was the proper time for objec-
tors to stop it, ifE they could; hut, now
that the work has been sanctioned and
commenced, this House should carry out
the contract. With regard to the devi-
ations on the Eastern Railway, would
any sensible man attempt to stop that
work while the working expenses on the
heavy grades are eating up all the
profitsF The deviations will be a great
benefit, to the Eastern districts particu-
larly. As to the Perth railway station,
I ha~ve noticed frequently that, when a
great crowd are there, it is almost
dangerous to be on the platform. The
fault lay with a. previous, Administration

ibuilding a station on so small a
scale, when they had no idea. as to what
the future population would be; whereas
had they laid out the station properly, and
not sold the adjoining land at a small
price, but retained it for future exten-
sions, the station requirements, which
have now to be provided for, would not
have cost anything like the sum put
down in this schedule. I do not see any
one item here that is not of great im-
portance to the colony ; but I still think
that ini some of the railway stations that
are proposed to be built the Government
are going too far ahead. Instead of build-
ing elaborate stations, the great object
should be to extend the railways, and put
up stations hereafter accordingl asth
traffic develops. No mnwud borrow
money from a bank to ornament his
house, but he might do so for extending
his business or improving his land. That
is something like the case of borrowing
money to build elaborate stations. Some
of the stations which have been built
along the South-Western Railway are not
likely to be wanted; and I hope that the
Government, while extending railways as
much as possible, will put up stations
only as they may be required for actual
traffic.

Mit. PATERSON. While supporting
the second reading of this Bill, I must
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express my regret that the Government
are obliged to ask for another loan; but
it appears necessary that we should fulfil
our oblgtions, and carry these works to
completion. With regard to the propor-
tion of money expended in the North,
there are several members representing
Northern constituencies, and I do not
know of one who has asked for money
without obtaining it, if he showed that
the particular work was necessary. I
can hardly see where the complaint of the
North is. The hon. member for East
Kimberley has complained, hut he has
not suggested any particular work that is
wanted in his district.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10653 p.m.

Xtgiulafifn Eo nl
Thursday, 7th Septemnber, 1893.

Removal of Dredge from Albany--Chattels Foreclosue
BMll third reading-Adjourment.

THE FRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) took the chair at 4,SO o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

REMOVAL OF DREDGE FROM ALBANY.
THE HON. E. T. HOOLEY: I have to

ask the Colonial Secretary whether it
is the intention of the Government to
remove the dredge from Albany, and, if
so, when; also, whether the dredge will
be sent to CanfiarvonP

THE COTLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker) : I have to reply that the
work the dredge is now engaged upon
will take until about the end of the year,
and then, in all probability, it will be
sent to Champion Bay and Carnarvon.
I may say that it is proposed to dredge a
channel 600 feet wide at Albany. At
present the deepening operations have

only extended to a widtb of 300 feet, and
to do the other 300 feet will take about
four months longer. After that the
dredge will be free, and will be then em-
ployed wherever it is most urgently re-
quired; and I imagine Carnarvon and
Geraldton will command her first service.
My formal answer to the question is:
When the work the dredge is now em-
ployed upon at Albany is finished, which
will be about the end of this year, it will,
in all probability, be sent to perform

dregn at Champion Bay and Carnar-
von;ed but nothing definite has yet been

CHATTELS FORECLOSURE BILL.
THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and
passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Council, at 4-40 o'clock p.m., ad-

journed until Monday, 11th September,
at 8 o'clock p.m.

[ItisIat fl4f ,I 55s ei bigy,
Thursday, 71A Setember, 1893.

Proeigscont~edwitl Magisterial Bench at Perth
-Bls Iot t-rosdAlItino the bo.

rigines Protection oar-Prvntion 0of oPrize
Fihts nder guise of BR otssCatl

FoecorelBillweceivedfrom egislatire Coucil-
Proposals of Mr. J. S. Reid as to lesing 1.00D sres
of Land at Greenbushes Tinfiold- Federal Council:
Inareeeed represeutation-Kensington Lae Closure
31ll: third ressling-Eugine Swaksrire~reeuticu
Bill: coramittee's report-Grand Jury blto
Act Ameandment Bill: Considerationof Legisltive
Concils amendments-wines. Beer, aseagairit
Sale Act Anendment Hill: forther considere in
mmittee: third reading-Adjournmvent.

Tan SPEAKER took the chair at 4'30

p.m.

PRAYERS.

PROCEEDINGS CONNECTED WITH
MAGISTERIAL BENCH AT

PERTH.
MR. THAYLEN, in accordance with

notice, asked the Premier,-i. What occa-

Itemoml of Dredge.


